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Due to the storm, please check throughout
the next few weeks to make sure events
scheduled are proceeding. Road closures

and utility repairs will remain in effect
for an extended period of time.

| wacks ree Road, just below Petrson Branch Road.

Tropical Storm Helene brings death
and destruction to areas within its path

By Anna Webb

(As the paper goes to
press, there will be updates that
come after we have arrived for
printing. The news included in
this issue is the latest informa-
tion we had on hand. There
is no official numbers for the
deaths that have occurred or
the amount of damages oc-
curred as officials, rescue per-
sonnel, and volunteers are still
working tirelessly to reach and
lend assistance to the citizens
of Yancey County.)

Tropical Storm Helene
2024 that hit Yancey County
on Friday, September 27th will
be documented sadly with the
loss of many lives. The Storm
charged across multiple states
leaving behind death and de-
struction.

There will be stories of he-
roic efforts of saving someone
in danger, of close encounters
with possible tragic results,
and those of heart-wrenching
memory of not being able to
provide help when help was
needed.

Warnings were issued, but
there was no way to imagine
the magnitude of what was
coming at us.

The high numbers for loss
of life weighs heavily on
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The bridge crossing
Jacks Creek
at Smith Johnson Road
was one of few in the
county that remained after
the waters receded
on Friday. And while
crossing the damaged bridge
is somewhat questionable,
local residents have
been utilizing it to gain
access out for needed
supplies and assistance.

us

all. 1 am proud to live in a com-
munity where love and support
will be given to those who have
lost loved ones.

Having been a teenager in
1977, like many many Yanc-
ey County residents, | slept
through that storm. Only to
awaken to shock at the amount
of destruction all around us.

The Storm of 2024 is a dif-
ferent story. This storm was one
of greater magnitude. It hit with
a vengeance during daylight.
The Flood of 1977 was docu-
mented through the camera lens
of a few individuals. The Storm
of 2024 will be documented
through the lens of thousands
of individuals.

I will never forget my fear
of the record-setting wind gusts
that came and went throughout
the morning on Friday and the
huge waves of rain that fell. |
prayed for the wind and rain to
stop, for the water level in the
small stream in our community
to stop rising, for the heart-
stopping cracking and crashing
of trees falling to the ground to
end, and for there to be no loss
of life. As each day ends, we
are learning of more and more
loss.

The heartbreak is immense.
Loved ones were lost to the
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storm. Homes and businesses
ruined by water, mud and wind
or ripped from their founda-
tions and turned to fragments
by the raging waters and wind.
Churches flooded with some
completely gone. Roads, bridg-
es and vehicles are now pieces
of crumbled asphalt, rocks and
dirt or crumpled pieces of metal
wrapped around trees.

The storm has left many
locations with no electricity,
cellphone service, water/sewer,
or access out. Crews and vol-
unteers are working nonstop to
get assistance to those in need
and roads/bridges repaired to
usable status.

In the coming weeks, we
will be given the number of
lives lost and amount of de-
struction from the Storm of
2024. An amount that will seem
unbelievable to those not liv-
ing in the midst of the storm’s
path.

My hope for our communi-
ty is a continuance of coming to-
gether. A continuance of neigh-
bors helping neighbors. A hope
that the sunshine that lite up the
crystal blue sky on Friday as
the winds calmed and the storm
clouds moved away, continues
to warm all our hearts. May the
prayers continue for us all.

Yancey County commits to supporting
citizens in wake of Tropical System Helene

Burnsville, NC -
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Emergency services-
Having already activated the
statewide mutual aid plan the
Sheriff’s office has received
extensive support from nu-
merous other departments
including Stanly, Catawba,
Chatham, Alamance, Wayne,
and the Stanfield Police De-
partment. Also operating are
the Burnsville Police Depart-
ment and the North Carolina
State Highway Patrol. FEMA
and the National Guard are on
the ground and providing sup-
port to the ongoing recovery
and relief efforts.

The Yancey County EMS
Director had ordered an ambu-
lance strike team and received
5 ALS units to bolster the cur-
rent EMS system. A second
order for an ambulance strike
team was sent and another 5
ALS units arrived last night to
augment the current staffing
and response to increased calls
for service as well as increased
response and transport times.

The Blue Ridge Regional
Hospital is still up and running,
they are operating on generator
but fully operational. A federal
Disaster Medical Assistance
Team (DMAT) has set up in
the parking lot and has similar

capabilities as the hospital to
assist with care. Burnsville
Health Center urgent care is
opening today (10/02/2024)
with hours from 09:00-12:00

Cell phone towers- Still a
work in progress, some of the
tower sites are still in working
order but access to maintain
them and get them back up and
running is difficult due to post
storm conditions. Crews are
actively clearing and improving
roadways to these sites to allow
access for essential crews.

Pod sites- POD sites are
distributing water, MRE’s, and
ice and currently operating out
of the local fire stations with a
plan to transition to two central-
ized locations. These new sites
have already been identified and
preparations are being made to
get these sites up and running
by Thursday.

Shelter sites- Blue Ridge
Elementary School has reached
capacity and we’ve opened a
second shelter location at Cane
River Middle School. If needed,
we can also open a third site as
the need arises. These sites are
being managed and staffed by
the American Red Cross.

Electric service- is be-
ginning to come on in areas
that are able to safely receive
electricity.

Water Treatment- The
Burnsville Public Works is
working diligently to get the
water plant back up and run-
ning. Engineers, contractors,
and crews are getting pumps in
place to bring water back into
the plant, once its determined
the plant can sustain opera-
tions they will begin turning
feeder lines on to distribute
water. As feeders are turned
back on crews will be able
to determine if and where
any leaks are to begin further
repairs. Once reestablished
the water must be boiled until
the system can be flushed
and sanitized. The water will
be usable for showering and
flushing toilets though.

Waste water treatment-
The plant is completely offline
until major repairs can be com-
pleted. Engineers have been
brought in the evaluate these
issues and expedite repairs.

Volunteer donations- All
donations are being directed to
Altec and will be distributed out
from there.

Comfort stations- Mobile
laundry facilities are available
in the GO Grocery parking lot.
Updates regarding the setup of
shower and bathroom facilities
will be provided as those details
become available.

Update from the Town of Burnsville

Burnsville, NC - 10/02/24
- The primary focus for so
many has been on the search
and rescue of those missing.
Mayor Russell Fox has been as-
sisting search and rescue crews
in the far reaching areas of the
County and as rescue operations
slow he is now able to focus all
of his energy on the Town of
Burnsville.

Neighbors and help from
far away are all working tire-
lessly to do whatever it takes
to access isolated communities,
help the wounded, receive and
unload supplies as they pour
in, coordinate pickups, provide
security, or just cook a meal
and be there for someone who
is struggling.

We have fortunately located
all Town Employees, and every-
one is safe.

The Mayor, Town Manager,
and Public Works Director have
been assessing damage and
working with an engineer, put-
ting a plan in place to get water
to the water treatment plant.

They have had discussions
with FEMA, through Yancey
County Emergency Manage-
ment, who are helping locate
material and supplies. Contrac-
tors are on site and ready to
begin work.

In the meantime, Public
Works crews are beginning to
make repairs to the distribution
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system.

The Council regular meet-
ing scheduled for tomorrow has
been canceled.

Communications have been
difficult and compounded the
problems but are improving.
Resources are pouring in to help
with cell reception.

Donations:

Starting on 10/3 private
donations can be sent to Al-
tec Industries at 150 Altec Dr.
Burnsville, NC

Field Hospital:

There is a Field Hospital at
the Burnsville Fire Department.
There are Physicians, NP, Nurs-
es and Paramedics that can treat
patients or, if needed, an EMS
strike team of additional ambu-
lances and Paramedics that can
transport patients to hospitals. If
you present to the field hospital,
the providers can see you and if
needed write prescriptions for
medications to treat you.

Prescription Pad is open

each day 9a.m.-5p.m. and is
filling prescriptions. They just
need the patient’s name, date of
birth, contact info, medication
name, dosage, and frequency
it is taken to fill, or a bottle if
possible.

Fuel:

The fuel situation is im-
proving slowly with wait times
decreasing.

Volunteers:

Anyone wishing to volun-
teer please meet at the Town
Center at 6 South Main Street
at 9:15am each morning.

The generosity of all those
trying to help Yancey County
and our neighbors is over-
whelming and we are incred-
ibly grateful. Seeing neighbors
be there for each other reminds
us of why this place and the
people are so special.

Listen to WKYK for hour-
ly updates and a daily, live
update from Yancey County
around noon.

Statement from French Broad
Electric on September 29th

First, on behalf of all our
employees, thank you for all the
kind comments and prayers. Let
me update you on our progress
as of Sunday, September 29th
We are now getting most of our
three phase feeders online and
have several thousand custom-
ers energized. For tomorrow in
the Marshall District we will be
working in Meadow Fork, Shut
In, and Betsy Mountain off the
Sandymush Substation. Marshall
Substation - Farmer Mountain,
Rector Corner, Spillcorn, Cutshall
Town and Gunter Town. Mars
Hill / Bald Mountain Substations:
Upper Laurel, Bald Mountain,
Coffee Ridge, Rices Creek, Hig-
gins Ck, Lower Devils Fork, and
Beech Glen. The Weaverville
substation is supposed to be ener-
gized by Duke Energy tomorrow
by 6 pm. We have been working
on each of the circuits out of the
Weaverville Substation today and
should get several accounts on at
that point.

Inthe Burnsville District, we
will continue working In the areas
all around the town of Burnsville,
Bald Creek, and our transmission
line that feeds Mitchell County.

| spent the afternoon patrol-

ling our power lines in Jacks
Creek, Relief, and Bakersville. It
is worse than | could have ever
imagined. It is heartbreaking to
see the devastation. People are
stranded, lost, without food and
water and needless to say, elec-
tricity. It will be months before
roads are rebuilt and we can get
our lines rebuilt in some of the
hardest hit areas.

So far we have been blessed
to have 4 crews from other
electric cooperatives. We have
been asking for more help since
before the storm hit our area but
so many of the other surround-
ing utilities are facing the same
situation as us, making it difficult
to get additional assistance. We
expect to see more help in the
coming days.

Our guys continue to work
long hours and are committed to
getting everyone’s power back
on as soon as possible.

The Governor is scheduled
to visit WNC tomorrow. | have
asked him to please get to Mitch-
ell and Yancey Counties. Our
family and friends need help and
need it quickly. Thank you again
for your support and patience
during this difficult time.
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NCDHHS guide to help ensure water is safe

Access to safe and potable
water remains a top concern in
Western North Carolina in the
aftermath of Hurricane He-
lene.

Currently, approximately
160 boil water advisories re-
main in effect and 27 water
plants are closed and not pro-
ducing water. The North Caro-
lina Department of Health and
Human Services is sharing
guidance on actions people can
take to ensure water is safe and
to prevent waterborne disease
or illness after the storm

Identify Safe Water

In disaster-impacted ar-

Marine Corps
League Mt. Mitchell

Detachment #1266

Meeting Notice Located at
the Western Sizzler Restaurant,
11961 S Hwy 226, Spuce Pine,
NC 28777

Meeting the 3rd Thursday
of Every Month at 7:00 p.m.

All branches are welcome
and families!

eas, particularly those that have
experienced flooding, drinking
water may not be available or
safe to drink. It is critical that
people do not use contaminated
water to drink, wash and pre-
pare food, make ice, prepare
baby formula, wash dishes,
brush teeth or wash hands.

Do not use contaminated
well water. Floods can damage
drinking water wells and lead
to contamination. Floodwater
can contaminate well water
with livestock waste, human
sewage, chemicals and other
contaminants that can lead to
illness when used for drinking,

Men's Bible
Study on

Revelation

Bible Study Fellowship
meets weekly on Tuesday at the
Family Life Center at Higgins
Methodist Church, located at
101 N Main Street in Burnsville.
Bible Study begins at 7 p.m.
Call 828-284-6901 for more
information.
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Davis Farms

Pumpkins + Mums * Apples
Open Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00

Saturday 9:00 - 3:00
One Mile West of Cane River Middle School on
Hwy 19 (828-682-9766)

Appalachian Protective
Services Inc.

security-Fire Systems / Access Contra
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

apssystems@bellsouth.com
Sharon Munday, Office Manager

828-765-9797

800-SAFE-585

CRO

MATTRESS OUTLET
766-8775

SPRUCE PINE SHOPPING CENTER

QQUEEN ».isi/ Warress ser
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DELIVERY

FREE
HAUL OFF

QUEEN MEMORY FOAM $299

EASY EASY PAYMENTS

bathing and other hygiene ac-
tivities. Dug wells, bored wells
and wells less than 50 feet deep
are more likely to be contami-
nated, even if damage is not ap-
parent.

Do not use water from
heating systems. Water from ra-
diators or boilers that are part of
a home heating system should
never be used as potable water.

Use only bottled, boiled
or treated water for drinking,
cooking and personal hygiene.
For specific advisories or rec-
ommendations regarding boil-
ing or treating water in your
area, look for information from
your local health department,
tribal agency or local media
channels.

Boil Water to Prevent
Disease or IlIness

If you do not have safe
bottled water, boil your water
to make it safe to drink. Boil-
ing is the best way to kill germs
in water. If the water is cloudy,
first filter it through a clean
cloth, paper towel or coffee fil-
ter. Another option is to let any
particles in the water settle to
the bottom, then draw off the
clear water for boiling.

Next, bring the clear water
to a rolling boil for one min-
ute (at elevations above 6,500
feet, boil for three minutes).
Let the boiled water cool, and
then store the boiled water in
clean, sanitized containers with
tight covers. As a reminder, do
not use gas appliances in an
enclosed space to boil water as
this increases the risk of carbon
monoxide poisoning.

During a boil water advi-
sory, you should use bottled
water or boiled water to do the
following:

Drinking and cooking

Brushing teeth

Cleaning (such as wash-
able toys and surfaces)

Caring for pets

Be careful not to swallow
any water when bathing and
showering and consider giving
babies and children a sponge
bath to reduce the chances of
them swallowing water. If pos-
sible, use disposable plates,
cups, and utensils during a boil
water advisory. All infant feed-
ing items should be sanitized by
using a sanitizing cycle in the
dishwasher, boiling them, us-

ing steam, or cleaning carefully
with a diluted bleach solution.

Ensure Well Water is
Safe

If extensive flooding has
occurred, do not drink well wa-
ter. Listen to your local health
authorities for advice on using
well water for showering and
bathing. Use water reserves,
bottled water or boiled water
until your well water has been
tested and deemed safe for use.

After a flood, the following
steps can help ensure your well
is safe for use:

1. Do not turn on the elec-
tricity to your pump until flood
waters recede.

2. Contact a driller if you
think your well will need ser-
vice immediately after the
flood. You can find a list of
certified well contractors at the
NCDHHS Division of Public
Health website.

3. If you haven’t already,
find a nearby water testing lab
to obtain sample collection bot-
tles and instructions for bacte-
rial contamination. You cannot
see, taste or smell bacterial con-
tamination in your well. The
NC State Laboratory of Public
Health provides free well water
sampling kits and testing, and
often, your local health depart-
ment can test your water. If
there is not a health department
near you, your county extension
agent can help you find a lab.

4. If you live near animal
feeding operations, agricultural
fields where pesticides are ap-
plied or industrial chemical fac-
tories, you should contact your
local health department for ad-
ditional testing, especially if
you smell fuel or chemicals in
your water.

5. It is strongly recom-
mended to call your local health
department or licensed well
driller to shock chlorinate the
well if it has been flooded. A
water well driller will have ac-
cess to more effective products
and will have equipment and
experience that a typical well
owner will not have. For more
information about well water
and health, visit the NCDHHS-
DPH website.

For comprehensive infor-
mation about ensuring water is
safe after an emergency or nat-
ural disaster, visit CDC.gov.

Important updates from Asheville Regional
Airport relating to Tropical Storm Helene

Asheville Regional Airport
is receiving many questions
from the community. They are
posting multiple times each day
on their Facebook page, which
is the best location to receive
the most accurate airport in-
formation. Below are answers
to some of the questions being
asked:

Important Q/A:

* Relief flights are coming
to the airport. Can | come to
the airport to receive supplies,
such as water and food?

Do Not come to the airport
to find relief supplies. The air-
port is the gateway for flights to
arrive, and supplies are unload-
ed and trucked to distribution
points throughout the region.
Emergency agencies are coor-

INTRODUCTION TO Al

Discover Al Made Simple: Empower Your Future Today!

Learn the basics of Al and
how to use powerful tools

like machine learning and
text/imcxge generators—no
experience needed!

MAYLAND

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

828.682.7315

YANCEY LEARNING CENTER

www.mayland.edu/ce

dinating these efforts and will
communicate distribution loca-
tions through their communica-
tion channels.

e Are commercial flights
operating/is the airport open?

Yes. Commercial flights
resumed today, 9/30/24. How-
ever, airlines are not resuming
full schedules yet, so some
flights may still be cancelled.
Passengers should contact their
airline for the most up-to-date
information about their specific
flight status before coming to
the airport.

e Can | check flight status
on the airport’s website?

No. The airport’s website
is not updating, due to the inter-
net issues in the region. Again,
check flight status with your
airline for accurate flight status
information.

 Did parking lots flood?
Are cars ok?

No parking lots flooded
during the storm, and all cars
are fine. Customers who have
not been able to return to the air-
port to retrieve their cars should
not worry. Also, the airport has
waived the additional fees that
would have accumulated for
the days during the storm and
during this week of recovery.

e Is ground transportation
available?

Because of fuel and road-
way issues, ground transporta-
tion is difficult to obtain at this
time. Travelers should make
pick-up arrangements  with
friends or family if possible.

eCanlrentacar? Canl
return a rental car?

Renting cars is still diffi-
cult, due to the internet issues in
the region. If you pre-booked
on a rental car company’s app
for a premium product, you
may be able to pick up your car
at the airport. Check with your
rental car provider. Rental car
returns can still occur at the air-
port.

e Where can | get airport
updates?

Follow the airport’s Face-
book page, where multiple up-
dates are occurring daily.

Unicoi County Chamber of Commerce
Cancels 2024 Apple Festival

The Unicoi County Cham-
ber of Commerce, in collabora-
tion with local leaders and emer-
gency personnel, has made the
difficult decision to cancel this
year's Apple Festival, originally
scheduled for October 4 & 5,
due to the catastrophic flooding
that has impacted the county and
the region.

The decision to cancel the
festival came after extensive
discussions and careful con-
sideration of the significant
damage our community has ex-
perienced. The flooding caused
severe infrastructure issues,
including the collapse of several
bridges, closure of major roads,
and significant impairments to
the sewer treatment plant.

“After speaking with our
emergency personnel and evalu-
ating the ongoing recovery
efforts, it became evident that
holding the festival would not
only strain our resources but
also divert critical attention
away from essential recovery
work,” said Amanda Delp, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Chamber
of Commerce. “The health and
safety of our community must
come first, and we agree right
now, for our first responders
and public works officials is
the priority of the challenges we
face ahead.”

Given the current circum-
stances, it is too soon to de-
termine a reschedule date for
the festival in the midst of this
tragedy. The Chamber and its
board will be in communica-
tions with vendors in the coming

days to discuss future plans for
the festival once the full scope
of the recovery is clearer.

The devastation of this
natural disaster has affected
many families and businesses
throughout Unicoi County,
disrupting lives and leaving
lasting damage. Though the
Unicoi County Apple Festival
is a cherished tradition, the
Chamber of Commerce rec-
ognizes that the community's
focus must remain on recovery
efforts.

“Our community is facing
an enormous challenge, and we
will continue to stand together
to rebuild. The outpouring of
support from our residents,
neighboring counties, and
emergency services has been
overwhelming, and we will
keep sharing ways for people
to assist in the recovery,” Delp
added.

In the coming weeks, the
Chamber will provide updates
regarding recovery efforts and
ways individuals and busi-
nesses can contribute to helping
those in need. We are commit-
ted to navigating this crisis
and will return stronger as a
community.

We sincerely appreciate
the understanding and support
of our festival-goers, vendors,
and sponsors. While the fes-
tival will be missed this year,
we know that together we can
focus on what truly matters
— helping our neighbors and
rebuilding our community.

The Mount Mitchell Community Fund
Assists Yancey County children

The Mount Mitchell Com-
munity Fund started as a volun-
teer, grassroots effort to supply
a few new winter coats for
school children. The foundation
has now broadened to a much
greater scale.

The Mission of the Founda-
tion is to help alleviate circum-
stances associated with child
poverty in Yancey County.
Yancey County is one of the
poorest counties in North Caro-
lina, where 27% of the children
live in severe poverty. They do
not receive regular nutritious
meals nor appropriate cloth-
ing.

A few of the Foundation's

donations include: over 5,000
meals for youth in Yancey
County, 502 sturdy new winter
coats, 120 new hats and gloves,
494 new pairs of pants, 300
new pairs of shoes and 192 new
school backpacks filled with
supplies. Along with numerous
other personal necessities.
100% of donations are
used to fulfill their mission. The
Mount Mitchell Community
Fund sincerely appreciates the
support they receive. For in-
formation on ways to support
the Fund or learn about their
donations to the community
visit: www.mtmitchellcom-
munityfund.org.

Annabell’s Haven received a $4,000
Grant from the Community Foundation

Annabelle's Haven was
blessed in 2024 with a $ 4,000
grant from The Community
Foundation of Western North
Carolina - Yancey Grant. This
grant was used for a much-
needed new culvert.

As our construction is un-
derway to build our 6-family
dwelling for women, children
and pets

affected by domestic vio-
lence in Yancey County. The
new improved culvert will now
allow the heavy construction
trucks to safely cross over to
our land. We are very excited
to move forward with our build-
ing.

Annabelle's Haven will be
housing 6 families affected by
domestic violence for one year
and we will be getting our re-
ferrals from our local domestic
violence shelters - Safe Place
in Mitchell County and My
Sister Place in Madison County,
(Yancey County does not have
a local domestic violence shel-

3rd Annual Feed a
Child Snow Ball

December 7 will be the
3rd Annual Feed a Child Snow
Ball, to be held at the Burnsville
Town Center. The Silent Auc-
tion will open at 10 a.m. and a
wonderful, elegant dinner will
be served at 7 p.m. There will
be the same wonderful band as
last year — Orchid Blu Orbit
for dinner and dancing. Items
are now being gathered for the
Silent Auction. If you have
something you would like to do-
nate to the silent auction, please
give Carol Beals a call at 757-
287-5594 to arrange a pickup of
the item. The Snow Ball which
includes dinner and dancing will
be $85 per person or $600 for a
table of 8. To purchase tickets
or for additional information
contact Carol Beals at 757-
287-5594. They look forward
to your continued support of
Yancey Feed a Child which is a
registered 501 3c charity.

ter) The women, children &
pets will stay one year. An-
nabelle's Haven mission is to
honor & empower women &
children affected by domestic
violence by providing housing
and training support leading
to independent living. We
wish to thank Yancey Fund for
the second year of continuous
support of Annabelle’s Haven
and for blessing us with this
generous grant.

We need your
stuff!

The Barkin' Basement
is a thrift store in downtown
Burnsville. All profits from
sales support the Yancey Hu-
mane Society. We gratefully
accept gently used furnishings,
appliances, clothing, books,
linens, and other household
goods. All donations are tax
deductible and we offer pickup
for larger items! Please call
with questions and to schedule
pickups. 682-1200.

Times Journal

Deadline

Deadline for newscopy,
pictures, classified advertise-
ments is 12:00 on Friday for
Wednesday’s publication.
Copy should be brought by
the office located at 22 North
Main Street or mailed to Times
Journal, 22 North Main Street,
Burnsville, N.C. 28714,

Attention All

Veterans

The Sgt. E. L. Randolph
Chapter 57 Disabled American
Veterans is in need of some
Veterans volunteering to join
our Honor Guard. If you are
interested please contact Jerry
Miller between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. at 828-208-2486.



NCDOT urges people to avoid travel in
WNC as lengthy recovery effort continues
North Carolina has about 390 road closures

State transportation offi-
cials are urging people to avoid
unnecessary travel in western
North Carolina as about 390
roads, including areas along
Interstate 40 and dozens of
highways in the foothills and
mountains, remain closed due
to flooding, downed trees, land-
slides or catastrophic damage
from Helene.

N.C. Department of Trans-
portation crews are working
day and night this weekend to
assess the widespread damage
to roads and will prioritize ef-
forts to reopen interstates, U.S.
and state highways first before
getting to state-maintained sec-
ondary roads.

But the emergency re-
sponse and recovery effort will
likely take months as damage to
many roads and bridges is seri-
ous. Hundreds of thousands of
power outages and limited cell
phone coverage are impacting
those efforts.

“Our top priority is every-
one’s safety and well-being,”
said state Transportation Sec-
retary Joey Hopkins. “People
should still consider roads in
western North Carolina to be
closed and avoid travel unless

38

it is absolutely necessary. Pri-
ority must be given to all the
emergency responders, utility
and transportation crews, and
others who are working hard to
help with what will be a lengthy
response and recovery effort.”

More than 1,600 NCDOT
employees and contract crews
are working with utilities to
clear roads of debris, repair oth-
ers where possible, and deter-
mine how to repair or replace
roads more seriously damaged
or destroyed. NCDOT crews
from lesser impacted parts of
the state have been deploying
to the western part of the state
since Friday and that will con-
tinue through the weekend.
Those include crews who will
be bringing in fuel, backhoes
and front-end loaders to re-
move debris from mudslides,
and chainsaw teams to cut
and shove downed trees from
roads.

Most of the road closures
are west of Interstate 77 due to
high water where the roads are
impassable or flooded, pipes
that have failed beneath roads,
or roads and bridges covered by
debris from rock slides, downed
power lines and fallen trees.

This photo shows Interstate 40 near the Tennessee border

where the westbound lanes collapsed into the Pigeon River.
People are urged not to drive at all in the western counties after
Tropical Storm Helene caused catastrophic damage in much of

the foothills and mountains.

WNC Ag options grants available for
farmers in Western North Carolina

It will soon be time for
farmers in Western North
Carolina to apply for the 2025
WNC Agriculture  Options
Grants. Although the 2025
grant cycle has not “officially”
launched because funding has
not yet been awarded to WNC
Communities, the application
process has already begun.
There are many potential proj-
ects that could be a fit for this
grant. This year we are antici-
pating that farmers from within
a 22-county area of Western
North Carolina will be eligible
to receive grants of $5,000 or
$10,000 to assist with farm
diversification or expansion
projects. Here are a few things
to consider for Yancey County
Farmers that might be inter-
ested.

* Consider potential proj-
ects that are focused on “diver-
sifying or expanding” your cur-
rent farming operations. This
might include the purchase of
new equipment, updating in-
frastructure, seeking out new
training opportunities or many
other potential on-farm proj-
ects. If you would like sug-
gestions for potential projects,
contact NC Cooperative Ex-
tension of Yancey County to
request a farm or office visit.

« Contact NC Cooperative
Extension of Yancey County
to begin planning your project.
David Davis (david_davis@
ncsu.edu), Agriculture Exten-
sion Agent, or Adam McCurry
(Agriculture Technician) can
help you plan and apply for the
grant. We will help you plan
your farm enhancement proj-
ect, and help you complete the
grant application. Contact us
prior to the “Intent to Apply
Deadline,” which is October
11, 2024.

e Complete a draft of
your application ahead of the
submission deadline. Before
and as you complete your ap-
plication, review the WNC Ag
Options Grant Writing Tips.
Schedule an appointment at
NC Cooperative Extension of
Yancey County to review and
work on your application. Al-

low our staff to make sugges-
tions, and talk through applica-
tions with you. Utilize their ex-
pertise and previous experience
to give you the best chances of
successfully submitting project
applications.

e Submit your applica-
tion by November 15th. Com-
pleted applications can be
mailed or emailed. Applica-
tions that are mailed in have
to be received by 5 p.m. on
November 15th. Instructions
for submitting completed ap-
plications by email will be in-
cluded on the application form.
If you are a farmer in Yancey
County, make sure to take ad-
vantage of the WNC Ag Op-
tions program. There are many
different farm improvement
projects that would be a good
fit for this program. When
applications become avail-
able an announcement will be
posted on the Extension web-
site at yancey.ces.ncsu.edu. If
you would like to learn more,
would like to discuss potential
projects, or have any questions
about WNC Ag Options, please
send an email to David Davis
(david.davis@ncsu.edu), or call
the NC Cooperative Extension
Yancey County Center at (828)
682-6186.

Senior Center

needs volunteers

The Yancey Senior Center
is in need of dedicated volun-
teers to deliver meals to the
homebound. Meals are deliv-
ered Monday - Friday from
10:30 until noon.

You can choose which day
or day(s) that you would like to
volunteer. The Senior Center
could not offer the Meals on
Wheels program without its
dedicated volunteers. Without
this service, many of the elderly
would not receive a hot, nutri-
tious meal every day.

So, if you enjoy meeting
new people and helping oth-
ers, please call 682-6011, ext.
14. The staff looks forward to
working with you and appreci-
ates your willingness to make
a difference in the lives of so
many people.

The department has begun this
weekend assessing repair plans
and timelines for the damage
done to the road network.

More than 60 closures are
along primary routes includ-
ing 1-40, U.S. 74, U.S. 64 and
dozens of other U.S. and N.C.
highways.

“The scope and magnitude
of this devastation is unlike
anything many long-time resi-
dents have ever seen in west-
ern North Carolina,” Hopkins
said. “We’re doing everything
we can to help North Carolina
recover from this devastating
storm but this will be a long-
term effort. We need people to
be patient and help us with the
recovery effort by staying off
the roads.”
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Lower Jacks Creek Community just past South Bend Baptist Church.
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Saturday, October 19, 2024, 7-9 p.m.
Songs of Life and Love

Burnsville Town Center,
6 South Main Street
Burnsville, NC

Tickets: $20 @ Eventbrite
or at the door

Eighth-generation
Madison County traditional
ballad singer.

FREE SEMINAR
3-4 p.m.

Burnsville Town Center
Joy Clark will share her
techniques for how to
dig deeper into life’s
experiences and write
songs informed by
our own journeys.

Featuring

JOY CLARK
New Orleans
singer-songwriter
and guitarist.

Clark’s appearance is
sponsored in part by

SOV
ARTS
H

Sponsored in part by:

BURNSVILL

Produced by Traditional Voices Group
Information: www.traditionalvoicesgroup.org
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How to apply for FEMA assistance
after Hurricane Helene

North Carolina homeown-
ers and renters in 25 counties
and the Eastern Band of Chero-
kee Indians who had uninsured
damage or losses caused by
Hurricane Helene may be eli-
gible for FEMA disaster assis-
tance.

FEMA may be able to help
with serious needs, displace-
ment, temporary lodging, ba-
sic home repair costs, personal
property loss or other disaster-
caused needs.

Homeowners and renters
in Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe,
Avery, Buncombe, Burke,
Caldwell, Catawba, Clay,
Cleveland, Gaston, Haywood,
Henderson, Jackson, Lincoln,
Macon, Madison, McDowell,
Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford,
Transylvania, Watauga, Wilkes
and Yancey counties and the
Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians can apply.

There are several ways
to apply: Go online to Di-
asterAssistance.gov, use the
FEMA App or call 800-621-
3362 from 7 am. to 11 p.m.
ET daily. The telephone line
is open every day and help is
available in most languages.
If you use a relay service,
such as Video Relay Service
(VRS), captioned telephone
or other service, give FEMA
your number for that service.
To view an accessible video on
how to apply, visit Three Ways
to Apply for FEMA Diaster
Assistance — YouTube.

FEMA’s disaster assis-
tance offers new benefits that
provide flexible funding di-
rectly to survivors. In addition,
a simplified process and ex-
panded eligibility allows North
Carolinians access to a wider
range of assistance and funds
for serious needs.

What You’ll Need When
You Apply:

* A current phone number
where you can be contacted.

* Your address at the time
of the disaster and the address

where you are now staying.

e Your Social Security
number.

« A general list of damage
and losses.

* Banking information if
you choose direct deposit.

e If insured, the policy
number or the agent and/or the
company name.

If you have homeowners,
renters or flood insurance, you
should file a claim as soon as
possible. FEMA cannot dupli-
cate benefits for losses covered
by insurance. If your policy

does not cover all your disaster
expenses, you may be eligible
for federal assistance.

For the latest informa-
tion about North Carolina’s
recovery, visit fema.gov/di-
aster/4827. Follow FEMA on
Z at x.com/femaregion4 or on
Facebook at facebook.com/
fema.

(Note: one resident who
had filed before for assistance
also suggests to keep all re-
ceipts for all repair work you
have completed.)

Avery-Mitchell Correctional Institution
evacuated due to long time-frames for
water and power restoration

The North Carolina De-
partment of Adult Correction
on October 1st evacuated more
than 800 men incarcerated at
Avery-Mitchell  Correctional
Institution in Spruce Pine.

NCDAC began the evacu-
ation operation Tuesday morn-
ing, and the last buses arrived
at their new locations Tuesday
night. The evacuation became
necessary due to long time-
frames for water and power
restoration at the prison.

NCDAC transferred 841
male offenders from Avery-
Mitchell CI to seven different
prisons today:

Scotland Correctional In-
stitution--Laurinburg

Tabor Correctional Institu-
tion—Tabor City

Nash Correctional Institu-
tion—Nashville

Eastern Correctional Insti-
tution—Maury

Southern Correctional In-
stitution—Troy

Maury Correctional Insti-
tution—Maury

Harnett Correctional Insti-
tution—L.illington.

All offenders in storm-im-
pacted prisons are safe, and NC-
DAC is taking appropriate steps
to ensure continued health and

How homeowners’ rates are set

By Mike Causey
Insurance Commissioner

We are preparing for a
hearing on a proposed increase
in homeowners’ insurance. The
hearing is set to begin on Oct.
7 in the hearing room at our of-
fice in Raleigh.

Hearings such as this on
homeowners’ insurance rates
don’t happen often. In fact, it
would be the first time we’ve
had one since | took office in
2017. But they’re not unheard
of either.

I didn’t dream up this pro-
cess. Nor did any of my Insur-
ance Commissioner predeces-
sors. The procedure for setting
homeowners’ insurance rates
in North Carolina was written
down in black and white and
approved by the General As-
sembly years ago.

I and my predecessors
have been fulfilling our con-
stitutional duty of carrying out
the law passed by the General
Assembly.

Under state law, the N.C.
Rate Bureau, which represents
insurance companies  writ-
ing property insurance in the
state and is not a part of the
Department of Insurance, files
homeowners’ insurance rate
requests with our Department.
Once the Rate Bureau files a
request for an increase, | have
50 days to say “yes” or “no”
to the request. Since 1’ve been
your Insurance Commissioner,
I’ve said “no” every time the
Rate Bureau has asked for an
increase.

In that 50-day window, |
and my staff work hard to give
North Carolina homeowners
an opportunity to comment
on the insurance companies’
proposal. We send out a press
release statewide informing
North Carolinians of the pro-
posed new rates. We tell them
how they can send us an email
with their comments, or if they
prefer, send us a letter through
the U.S. Postal Service.

Homeowners can also give
us their comments in person.
We set up a public comment
forum for consumers who wish
to express their opinions about
the insurance companies’ re-
quests to raise homeowners’
rates. We put the forum online
for those who can’t or don’t
want to travel to Raleigh to of-
fer their comments.

worked

process
amazingly well this year after
the insurance companies filed
a request for an average 42.2%
statewide increase in January.
We received more than 24,000
emailed comments on the pro-

That

posal, with hundreds more
sending us a letter through the
mail. Many also spoke at our
public comment forum.

I took those comments into
account when | rejected the
insurance companies’ request
earlier this year.

As your Insurance Com-
missioner, | have a balancing
act to preform when | get a rate
increase request from the insur-
ance companies:

I must make sure that con-
sumers are paying a fair premi-
um for their insurance, and that
the premiums are not excessive
or unfairly discriminatory.

I must verify that insur-
ance companies are solvent and
have enough money on hand to
pay their claims. Along these
same lines, | need to make sure
that the insurance market is ro-
bust to encourage competition,
which provides more choices
for consumers.

In the previous three hom-
eowners’ insurance rate filings
since | was elected, the insur-
ance companies have come
back to me with alternative
proposals after | originally said
no to their request, and we were
able to negotiate an agreement
that benefited both consumers
and the insurers. So far, they
have not done that with the lat-
est proposal.

| take my consumer pro-
tection role seriously. That’s
why we are moving ahead with
preparations for a hearing on the
insurance companies’ proposal,
which is set to begin Oct. 7.

safety of all staff and offenders.
Relocated offenders were be
able to make phone calls after
they arrive at their destinations.
The NCDAC Offender Locator
was updated within 24 hours to
indicate where individuals are
temporarily rehoused.

On Monday, NCDAC
evacuated just over 400 female
offenders from Western Cor-
rectional Center for Women in
Swannanoa and Black Moun-
tain Substance Abuse Treat-
ment Center for Women to:

Anson Correctional Insti-
tution—Polkton

N.C. Correctional Institu-
tion for Women—Raleigh

North Piedmont Confine-
ment in Response to Violation
Center—Lexington.

The duration of all reloca-
tions will depend on the time
required restore water and
power.

For more information on
NCDAC actions in response
to Hurricane Helene, visit dac.
nc.gov/helene.

Times Journal Deadline

Deadline for newscopy,
pictures, classified advertise-
ments is 12:00 on Friday for
Wednesday’s publication. Copy
should be brought by the office
located at 22 North Main Street
or mailed to Times Journal, 22
North Main Street, Burnsville,
N.C. 28714.

Meals on Wheels

needs volunteers
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals any
weekday from 10:30 to noon to
Yancey County’s shut-ins.
For information call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.

Hearing Loss Challenges
for Aging Loved Ones

Guardian ad Litem seeking volunteers as child advocates

The NC Guardian ad Litem
Program is seeking volunteer
advocates to represent abused
and neglected children in Yanc-
ey, Mitchell and Madison.

Training sessions are held
periodically for those who

would like to volunteer with this
program to advocate for local
children.

Participants from Mitchell
and Madison counties are also
strongly encouraged to partici-
pate as there are many children

who still do not have a volunteer
assigned to them.

If you have any questions or
would like to learn more about
the local Guardian ad Litem
program, please call Erica Ed-
wards at 828-682-4754 or visit
volunteerforgal.org.

therapy

CRUZ

Stop Back Pain
Get effective relief
NOW with laser

Natural Health Care
Solutions for Jour Life

« CHROPRACTIC
CENl ER - JEALTH CONCHIG
iy :

LASER THERRPY

Laser Therapy ¢

Health Counseling ¢ Chiropractic
390 East Main Street * Burnsville NC 28714 « 828-682-6157
www.cruzlifecenter.com

Why come to us?
» Fast Acting relief: Experience significant
improvement within weeks.
« Effective for diabetic, idiopathic and
chemotherapy induced neuropathy.
* Long lasting relief means you can get back
to living your life without constant pain.
+ Laser therapy is and FDA approved therapy
and completely safe.

=
Antle

FREE!!

Get a
free bag
of corn
when you

purchase
one of

these food
plots!!

Offer good while
supplies last!

680 W Main Street, Burnsville, NC 28714 - 828-682-2320

Store Hours: Mon thru Fri 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. / Sat 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Do | Have Hearing Loss?

Can Hearing Technology

Improve My Health?

Can I Afford Hearing Aids?

At Hear Again America we test your hearing, select, and dispense
the hearing device best suited to your needs, and continue
providing support, counseling, and service of the hearing system.

HearAgain

America

Schedule a

Encourage your aging loved one to seek care for hearing loss by
discussing some of the issues they could face without treatment:

Cognitive
Decline

*

!
?

Depression
& Anxiety

Safety

Concerns

Confusion

Reduced

Quality of Life

Healthcare

Barriers

Studies show a link between untreated hearing
loss and cognitive decline and dementia

Hearing loss can cause emotional distress due
to the challenges it poses in daily interactions

Inability to hear alarms, sirens or warnings

can jeopardize personal and public safety

Seniors may misinterpret conversations,

leading to confusion

Hearing loss impacts the ability to enjoy
auditory experiences, like music and movies

Seniors with hearing loss may struggle to

Communication

understand doctors' instructions

Complimentary
Hearing
Screening at
No Cost to You!

Calllftoday,
foran
appointment!
(828)1624-5i166

390 E Main Street,

\ HearAgainAmerica
S om EXpETiENCE aring

Burnsville

In Cruz Life Center

Every Friday!
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Railroad tracks are damaged, the state bridge crossing the river at OC Whitson Store is gone.

WE CAN NOW ACCEPT OTC CARDS!

V‘"-

- healthy
benefits’

ACCEPTED HERE

Avallable al Wal
relailers. To w:w":uncrlira :.::I::rr": z:;ﬂr—lnaﬂng
approved products, participating stores
and detalls on how to shop, go to:
5 <<HBaIlhanani&Pius‘cﬂm!HW">)
% istomer Support: 1-833-853-8587, TTY 711.
S YOur account numbaer and security code printed on this

B 10 buy covered OTC and Health
bry discounts, ¥ Food praducts, and apply

UM €

I d Number: <<9999 9999 9999
ecurity Code: <<9999>> -

M‘w

UHCD3ISENA025 09

Check your OTC card for the S3 logo...
then stop by

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE

for your OTC pain relievers, vitamins,
cold medicines, etc.

Hours of operation:
M-F8am. -7 p.m.
/Sat8am.-4p.m./
Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our very own locally
owned pharmacy!

730 E. Main Street,
Burnsville N.C.

Call 678-3914

Fax: 828-678-3945

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE

_Tropical Storm Helene damage in the Green

Mountain Community

(Photos by Brett Hopson)

Attorney General Josh Stein provides update on
price gouging after Hurricane Helene

Attorney  General Josh
Stein provided an update on
price gouging complaints in the
aftermath of Hurricane Helene.
The Department of Justice has
received 64 complaints alleging
price gouging in western North
Carolina. Most complaints are
about hotel rates, grocery pric-
es, and fuel prices and are most
frequently about Watauga, Mc-
Dowell, and Cleveland coun-
ties. The Attorney General’s
Office is investigating these
complaints and has already
sent three civil investigative
demands to learn more about
some of these concerns.

Attorney General Stein re-
leased the following statement
on the ongoing crisis in western
North Carolina:

“Thank goodness many
businesses out west are gener-
ously helping their neighbors
in need. North Carolina has

an anti-price gouging law to
make sure that no bad actors try
to take advantage of people’s
desperation. My team and | ag-
gressively enforce that law and
won’t let them. We are taking a
close look at the complaints we
receive. We are already investi-
gating some of the complaints
we’ve received and are sending
out three civil investigative de-
mands.

“People in the western part
of the state are still struggling to
get connected to phones and the
internet, and we know it may be
hard for them to file complaints
with our office right now. The
last thing they need is to get
scammed while they’re try-
ing to recover. Please share the
word about our price gouging
law with your friends, families,
and social networks, and please
encourage anyone who has
concerns to report them to my

office. We can only get through
this catastrophe by looking out
for each other.”

North  Carolina’s  law
against price gouging, or
charging too much in times of
a crisis, goes into effect when
the governor or the legislature
declares a state of emergency.
In some cases, businesses and
industries that are heavily im-
pacted by the incident causing
the state of emergency have
a reasonable need to increase
prices in order to resupply, but
they should disclose these in-
creases so people can make in-
formed purchasing decisions.
Businesses cannot, however,
unreasonably raise the price
of goods or services to profit
from a state of emergency. File
price gouging complaints at
1-877-5-NO-SCAM or www.
ncdoj.gov/pricegouging.

Leader Dan Blue’s Statement on unprecedented
damage from Hurricane Helene

Senate Democratic Leader
Dan Blue has released the fol-
lowing statement in response to
the unprecedented damage in
North Carolina caused by Hur-
ricane Helene.

“North Carolina Senate
Democrats are keeping the
residents affected by Hurri-
cane Helene, especially those
in Western North Carolina, in
our thoughts and prayers. We
understand that the impacts of
this storm reach far beyond im-
mediate damage—it demands
a long-term commitment to

rebuilding and resilience, not
only in Western North Carolina
but across the state.

We look forward to work-
ing with Senate Leader Phil
Berger and our Republican col-
leagues to ensure these reserve
funds are allocated in a way
that will restore stability in our
communities as soon as pos-
sible.

Senator Julie Mayfield,
who represents Asheville in
Western North Carolina, has
been on the ground throughout
this disaster, working tirelessly

Budd, Tillis tours

to serve her community. Our
caucus receives regular up-
dates from Senator Mayfield
several times a day, ensuring
we stay up-to-date on the situ-
ation on the ground.”

Democratic Leader Dan
Blue led the effort in the 1990s
to establish North Carolina’s
Rainy Day Fund precisely for
times like this, and the entire
Senate Democratic Caucus
stands ready to support imme-
diate relief and recovery efforts
in Western North Carolina

Western NC Storm Damage with state officials

October 1st, Senators Ted
Budd and Thom Tillis, along
with Reps. David Rouzer and
Dr. Greg Murphy, took an air
tour of Tropical Storm Helene
storm damage in Western North
Carolina alongside Commis-
sioner of Agriculture Steve
Troxler.

After the tour, the officials
will be joined by Rep. Chuck
Edwards for an operational re-
view of the recovery effort.

Senator Budd also released
a statement, saying:

“The people of Western
North Carolina are facing one
of the worst disasters in our
state’s history, and more needs
to be done to help those in need.
My team and | are continuing
to coordinate efforts with local,

state, and federal authorities,
including connecting people
who are in need of rescue and
resources.

“l want to again thank the
National Guard, the Red Cross,
state and local emergency per-
sonnel, charitable organiza-
tions, private sector partners,
and countless others for their
tireless work on behalf of our
state. These heroes are saving
lives every day.

“My offices continue to be
ready and able to help anyone
who needs assistance. Please
visit ReadyNC.gov for the most
up-to-date emergency informa-
tion or Budd.Senate.gov to con-
tact us.

“If folks would like to
make a donation to help with

needs in Western North Caro-
lina, visit nc.gov/donate. If you
would like to Apply for FEMA
Assistance, go to DisasterAs-
sistance.gov or call 800-621-
3362.”

Senator Tillis said:

“The situation in Western
North Carolina is dire and there
is unfathomable devastation.
We need an all-hands-on-deck
response from the federal and
state governments, ensuring ev-
ery resource is utilized to save
lives. My team and | continue
to assist North Carolinians in
need and work with federal,
state, and local officials. | en-
courage any North Carolinian
in need of assistance to contact
my office at (704) 509-9087 or
tillis.senate.gov.”
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Tropical Storm Helene damage in the Lower Jacks Creek Community

AAA Provides Insurance advice for Carolinians recovering from Hurricane Helene
- tips for documenting damage to your home and automobile

The Auto Club Group is
providing advice to help resi-
dents who may have suffered
either wind or flood damage
from Hurricane Helene.

“Once conditions are safe
to do so, begin assessing your
property, take pictures of any
damage, and contact your in-
surance provider immediately
to begin the claims process,”
said Tiffany Wright, Public Af-
fairs Director, AAA - The Auto
Club Group in the Carolinas.
“Many providers like AAA of-
fer multiple ways to file a claim,
whether that be over the phone,
online or a mobile app.”

Filing an Insurance
Claim

To file a claim, residents
should contact their insurance
provider directly. Carolinians
who have insurance provided
by AAA can visit AAA.com/
Claim for information on fil-
ing a claim for home, auto, and
flood policies.

“Want to Hand Over All Your Money?
Stay Tuned to Find Out How... NOT!”

From the Yancey County

Sheriff’s Department

The purpose of this article
(first of more to follow) is to
inform and protect our commu-
nity from the growing threat of
scams and fraud.

Today’s Topic: How to
Spot Fraud and Scams

First let’s learn: What
the definition of ‘Scam’ and
‘Fraud’; and ‘What is the dif-
ference?’.

Scam: A scam is a decep-
tive scheme designed to con in-
dividuals into voluntarily giv-
ing up their money or personal
information through mislead-
ing tactics.

Fraud: Fraud refers to
wrongful or criminal deception
intended to result in financial or
personal gain by the scammer.
It encompasses a wider range
of illegal activities, including
scams, identity theft, and fi-
nancial misrepresentation.

Difference: ~ While all
scams are forms of fraud, not
all frauds are scams. Scams
typically involve a direct in-
teraction between the scammer
and victim, whereas fraud can
occur through various means

and may not always involve
direct contact.

How It Can Happen: One
of the most common tactics
involves scammers posing as
technical support (Tech Sup-
port) representatives. They
may present themselves as le-
gitimate sources of help, claim-
ing, “We’ve detected malware
on your computer. Please give
me remote access so | can fix
it for you.” If successful, these
scammers may request pay-
ment, install harmful software,
alter system settings, or steal
financial information.

Know What’s Happen-
ing: Understanding how scam-
mers work, is key to protecting
yourself. When you know their
tricks, you can avoid being
fooled and keep your personal
information safe.

Tips of the Week: Never
give anyone remote access
to your computer unless you
can 100% verify their identity
and you trust them with your
money.

When in doubt, hang up
and contact the company or
organization directly using a
verified phone number. Scam-

mers are becoming increasing-
ly resourceful and convincing
every day.

However, by working to-
gether, we can outsmart them
and protect our community.

Stay informed, stay vigi-
lant, and help us keep Yancey
County safe.

Additional Resources:
Report the scam. BBB Scam
Tracker https://www.bbb.org/
scamtracker/lookupscam; Re-
port to help fight fraud!

We know discovering sus-
picious activity can be alarm-
ing, but we’re here to help,
with the tools you need to re-
port fraud. https://reportfraud.
ftc.gov/; You may also want to
report scammers directly to the
FBI: https://lwww.ic3.gov/ .

Each article, we’ll expose
common tactics used by scam-
mers, offer practical advice on
how to spot fraudulent activity,
and empower our community
to stay one step ahead.

As scammers have become
more convincing, staying in-
formed is your best defense.

Join us as we work togeth-
er to safeguard Yancey County
residents from scammers.

Unique North Carolina leadership program accepting applicants

The William C. Friday
Fellowship for Human Rela-
tions is now accepting nomi-
nations and applications from
all North Carolina residents for
the next class of Friday Fel-
lows.

Named for the late UNC
System President William C.
“Bill” Friday, the Friday Fel-
lowship is approaching its 30th
year of bringing together North
Carolinians.

Located in Little Switzer-
land, North Carolina near the
Blue Ridge Parkway, Wilda-
cres Retreat was dedicated al-
most 75 years ago “to the bet-
terment of human relations” in
hopes that people who visited
would learn to live together in
harmony.

Wildacres Leadership Ini-
tiative (WLI) was formed 50
years later to work throughout
the state, launching the Friday
Fellowship program to culti-
vate North Carolina leaders.
In Bill Friday’s words, “The
greatest need in our state and
country is for a generation of
leaders with moral principles,
and ethical standards...with
an unshakable commitment to
courage and fairness with grace
and courtesy and decency.”

To date, over 200 Friday

Fellows from twelve classes
have completed the fellowship,
a program of WLI. Friday Fel-
lows come from across North
Carolina, all walks of life, and
a wide range of employment
sectors.

They include religious
clergy, K-12 educators, non-
profit executives, elected of-
ficials, creatives, small-busi-
ness owners, higher education
professionals,  entrepreneurs,
community-based leaders and
others.

The Friday Fellowship is
a two-year program consisting
primarily of six extended week-
end seminars.

With an emphasis on rela-
tional approaches to leadership
and experiential learning, Fri-
day Fellows journey to a vari-
ety of places in North Carolina,
from the mountains of McDow-
ell County, to the Albemarle
Sound at the border of Tyrrell
and Washington Counties, to a
barrier island alongside the At-
lantic Ocean in Carteret Coun-
ty.

In line with the fellow-
ship’s aim to bring together a
diverse group of leaders who
are committed to the betterment
of human relations, applicants
should have an interest in and

be prepared to engage across
difference with curiosity and
courage.

To be considered for selec-
tion, candidates must complete
an application and have a nomi-
nation

submitted on their behalf
by someone who is meaning-
fully connected to their work in
the world.

Nominations are accepted
from previous Friday Fellows
as well as the general public.
Applicants and nominators are
encouraged to review all pro-
gram requirements carefully.

WLI encourages appli-
cants from all 100 North Caro-
lina counties.

There is no fee or tuition
associated with applying to or
participating in the fellowship
program.

Applications and nomina-
tions for the upcoming Friday
Fellowship class are due De-
cember 10.

An optional virtual infor-
mation session will be held on
October 7, at 4 p.m.

Complete information,
including nomination and ap-
plication forms is available at
https://www.fridayfellowship.
org/page/FellowshipApplica-
tion2024.

Flooded Vehicles

Widespread flooding will
likely result in significant dam-
age to vehicles. Flooding is
often covered by “comprehen-
sive” auto insurance policies.
However, Carolinians should
check their policy to ensure
their vehicle is protected.

When a car has been par-
tially or completely submerged,
AAA recommends the follow-
ing:

* Do not attempt to start a
vehicle if the water level rises
above the door opening and the
interior of the car is wet. Do-
ing so could cause irreversible
damage to your vehicle’s en-
gine and other components.

« Take photos from the ex-
terior of the vehicle. Do not
open the doors if the water lev-
els are still high.

 Once the waters have re-
ceded, take photos of the inte-
rior.

e Contact your insurance
provider.

« Have your vehicle towed
to a mechanic for a full inspec-
tion to ensure it’s safe to be
driven.

Avoid Self-Inflicted Flood
Damage While Driving

* Do not drive down flood-
ed streets. You may not realize
how deep the water is or what’s
lurking underneath.

e If you drive through a
flooded area, with water above
your doors and your engine cuts
off, do not try to restart it. Do-
ing so could flood the engine.
Instead, quickly exit the vehicle
and go to a safe location to call
for help.

Wind vs. Water Damage
to Your Home

A resident’s homeowners
insurance policy covers dam-
age caused by wind and debris.

However, that policy does not
cover flood damage to the in-
terior of your home. Flooding
is covered by flood insurance,
which is a separate policy pro-
vided by the National Flood
Insurance Program managed
by FEMA or other private flood
insurance providers.

Without flood insurance,
homeowners could apply for
federal disaster assistance via
a loan from the U.S. Small
Business Administration. Un-
like claims payments for flood
insurance SBA loans must be
repaid.

What to do if you suf-

fered damage to your home
e Document damage as

soon as possible. Take pho-
tographs and videos for your
insurance claim and personal
records. The more documenta-
tion you have, the easier it is to
file your claim.

* Prevent further damage.
Do only what’s necessary to
prevent further damage, such as
covering broken windows with
plastic or getting a professional
to cover the roof with tarps to
keep rain out.

» Document expenses and
keep receipts for any prelimi-
nary repairs, displacement, or
other out-of-pocket expenses
related to the claim, which can
count toward your deductible.
This could include tree remov-
al, tarps, ice chests for food,
overnight stay in a hotel, etc.

 Contact your insurance
company immediately to begin
the claims process.

* Be leery of contractors
who go door-to-door offering
repair services and promising
to file an insurance claim on
your behalf.

* Hire a licensed contractor
to do the repairs after an insur-

ance adjuster has reviewed the
damage.

Be Leery of Unlicensed

or Deceptive Contractors
AAA cautions residents

about the potential of con-
tractor fraud. The aftermath
of a hurricane or other severe
storm creates the opportunity
for scammers and unlicensed
contractors to take advantage
of those who need help.

Dishonest contractors may

* Accepting payment then
never completing (or even
showing up for) the job.

* Using inferior materials
or performing work that’s not
up to code.

Red Flags to Watch For:

» Contractor shows up un-
solicited.

« Points out damage you
have not previously noticed.

* Asks for full payment up
front and/or in cash only.

 Promises services at no
charge to you or offers to waive
your insurance deductible.

* Pressures you to encour-
age your family, friends, or
neighbors to hire them for ser-
vices.

* Offers you a discount for
letting them use leftover mate-
rials from a previous job.

AAA’s Advice

» Before hiring someone
to make repairs, contact your
insurance company to file your
claim and ensure the damage is
covered by your policy.

 Don’tsign any paperwork
or authorize a contractor to start
work until after your insurance
company reviews the damages.

* Get itemized written esti-
mates from at least three differ-
ent licensed, insured contrac-
tors before hiring someone for
the job.

i
0. If you need help cleaning up damage from the Hurricane
o Helene, call (844) 265-1386 to ask for help. We will =
= ) connect you with volunteers from Local relief aﬁﬁ%ﬁ
Z organizations, community groups and faith communities B
5 who may be able to assist with:
ﬁ J Muck Out‘ Trees ﬁ Tarp i Debris
E All services are free, but service is not guaranteed due to the overwhelming need. This hotline will
U remain open through Friday, October 11, 2024,
(n et
U- PLEASE MOTE: this hotline CANMNOT assist with social services such as food, clothing, shelter, insurance. or guestions
about FEMA registration. Volunteers work free of charge and provide the tools and equipment necessary to complete thy
wark.
i
Id

©  HURACAN HELENE (844) 965-1386
0. Si necesita ayuda para limpiar los dafos causados por el
B huracan Helene, llame al (B44) 965-1386 para pedir =
=2 ayuda. Lo conectaremos con voluntarios de 3‘ %ﬁ%ﬁ
Z organizaciones locales de ayuda, grupos comunitarios y B
5 comunidades religiosas que pueden ayudar con:
ﬁ J Inundacion ‘ Arboles ﬁ Lona i Escombros
E Todos los servicios son gratuitos, pero el servicio no estd garantizado debido a la abrumadaora
U)  recesidad. Esta linea directa permanecerd abierta hasta el viernes 11 de octubre de 2024.
(n et
U- TEMNGA EM CUEMTA: esta linea directa MO PUEDE ayudar con servicios sociales como alimentos, ropa. refugio, sequra, o

preguntas sobre el registro de FEMA. Los voluntarios trabajan de manera gratuita y proporcionan las herramientas v

equipos necesarios para completar la obra,
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Workshops for
Dementia

Caregivers, Oct. 24
November 8

By April Henkel

Dementia Caregivers &
Friends is proud to announce the
schedule for the 3rd Annual De-
mentia Caregivers Workshops.
Sponsored by the Yancey Fund
of the Community Foundation
of WNC, this year’s program
offers free workshops for care-
givers on two dates, Thursday,
October 24 and Thursday, No-
vember 14.

Both workshops will be
held at the Burnsville Town
Center from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.,
with an opportunity to visit
community resource tables be-
ginning at 12:00 p.m. “We are
so pleased to bring nationally
recognized dementia educator
and consultant trainer Mary
Donnelly back to Burnsville to
lead these workshops,” said co-
ordinator April Henkel. “Care-
givers who attended previous
workshops regularly talk about
what they learned from Mary.
They are eager for her to come
back!”

This year, two half-day
workshops are being offered
rather than one full day, to
make it easier for caregivers to
attend. On October 24th, Ms.
Donnelly will present “Learning
to Dance with Dementia: When
to Lead, When to Follow and
When to Get out of the Way”
and on November 14, she’ll
present “Diamonds to Pearls:
I[dentifying the Progression of
Dementia.” Caregivers may
attend either workshop or both
workshops. To get the full value
of this education from a nation-
ally known trainer and consul-
tant on dementia caregiving,
Henkel recommends attending
both workshops if possible.

The workshops are free, but
registration is required to plan
for materials and refreshments.
To attend the October 24th
workshop, register by October
18; to attend the November 14
workshop, register by Novem-
ber 8.

For more information about
the workshops and to register,
please contact April Henkel,
DementiaCaregiversWNC@
gmail.com, or call or text (850)
228-1228. Caregivers may also
register online at www.Demen-
tiaCaregiversWNC.org.

Obituaries

Ernest Yelton

Ernest Yelton, age 79, of
Fork Mountain Road in Bak-
ersville, NC went Home to
be with the Lord on Saturday,
September 21,2024 at Carolinas
Medical Center in Charlotte. He
was born in Mitchell County to
the late Fred and Willie Briggs
Yelton. He is also preceded in
death by his loving wife, Ber-
tha Lee Miller Yelton; infant
daughter, Melissa Yelton; sis-
ter, Lucille Lecrone; a brother,
Bobby Yelton; and sister-in-law,
Zula Yelton.

Ernest was a member of
both Bethlehem Baptist Church
and the Fork Mountain Fire De-
partment. He enjoyed catfishing
in the Santee Cooper Lake in
South Carolina, and hunting.
One of his favorite pastimes was
visiting the local country stores
and spending time hanging out
with all the folks there. He was a
logger by trade and also worked
at the sawmill for years. He was
known in the community for his
talent of butchering hogs and
processing them.

Left to cherish his memory
are his son, Steven and his
wife, Julie, who both made him
extremely proud; brother, J.B.
Yelton of Fork Mountain; best
friend, George Carroll Hughes;
as well as many nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held
on Thursday, September 26
at Yancey Funeral Services.
Preacher Mark McKinney of-
ficiated. Burial was in the Ben
Mosley Memorial Cemetery in
Bakersville.

Memorial donations may
be made to the funeral home to
help the family with expenses.
Friends are welcome to visit the
family at the home of his son,
Steven located at 9043 NC-80
in Bakersville, NC. To send
online condolences, please visit
our website at www.yanceyfu-
neralservice.com.

Martha Ann Price

Moses
Martha Ann Price Moses
(Martie), 84, passed away Sep-
tember 24,2024 at Solace Hos-
pice in Asheville, NC.

She was born to the late
William Holmes Price, Sr. and
Mattie Kathryn Price of Arden,
NC.

Martha was the wife of the
late Paul Donald Moses, and
they were married for 54 years.
She was also preceded in death
by a sister, Beverly Lorenz
of Denver, Colorado, and a
brother, Albert Ralph Price of
Arden, NC.

Martha is survived by her
brother, William Holmes Price,
Jr. of Mills River, NC, her sister,
Jean Allen, of Burnsville, NC,
a special sister-in-law, Carolyn
Pruitt, of Candler, NC, and
many nieces and nephews.

Martha spent most of her life
living in Candler, NC. Always
full of love and laughter, she
touched the lives of all who
knew her. She retired from
BASEF after 30 years. She was
a member of Trinity Baptist
Church of Asheville.

The family would like to
thank Yancey House in Burns-
ville, NC for all the love and
care Martha received there.

Martha will be laid to rest
with her husband, Paul Mo-
ses, at the Western Carolina
Veteran’s Cemetery in Black
Mountain. The funeral service
was held on Tuesday, October 1,
at 2:00 p.m. in the chapel at the
Veteran’s Cemetery, with Pastor
Allen Rash officiating.

The family asks that memo-
rial contributions go to The Pat
Summitt Foundation, 520 W.
Summit Hill Dr., Suite 1101,
Knoxville, TN 37902.

Groce Funeral Home on
Patton Avenue is assisting the
family, and the online memorial
is available at www.grocefuner-
alhome.com.

To have your church
information included in the
Church Directory
contact Pat Randolph at

pat@yanceypaper.com for
publication costs

Mountain of Glory
Ministries

“He that dwellth in the secret
place of the Most High shall
abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” - Psalm 91:1

Spirit-Filled
Praise and Worship
Sunday: 10:00AM
Wednesday: 6:00 PM

Prayer and Healing
1040 East US Hwy 19E
284-4378

BURNSVILLE, NC

ST. THOMAS
Episcopal

CHURCH

v

welcomes you

_\Qhurch Directory

HOLY EUCHARIST,
SUNDAYS 10:30 AM.
372 RESERVOIR ROAD

WWW STTHOMASONLINE.ORG

Sacred Heart
Roman Catholic
Church

Summit Street, Burnsville
Rev. Anthony Mbanefo

Sundays 11:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol
~ For information call
St. Andrew’s Rectory
689-3719
P.0. Box 1406, Mars Hill, NC

First
Presbyterian
Church

120 Church Street, Burnsville
682-4789

Sunday Worship " }ff

10:30 a.m. m

Childcare Available
www.firstburnsville.org P°lvs?

Messiah Of
The Mountains
Lutheran Church

19E Micaville
675-4291
Worship Service
11:00 a.m.

Visit our website:
https://messiahofthemountains.org
email:
messiahofthemountains@gmail.com

Pastor Naomi Sease Carriker

Pensacola United
Methodist
Church

Sunday
Services
9:30 a.m.

9255 Hwy 197S
@  Burnsville, NC

Contact: contact.pumc@gmail.com

Pastor: Kent Smith

West
Burnsyille
Baptist Church

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship Service 6:00p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m.
TeamKid Youth 6:00 p.m.
Special Studies 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Chris Fox  Chutch Officel
6823950

222 West Burnsville Church Road

(D HOPE

FELLOWSHIP WNC

Growing in Grace,
Walking in Love.
Pastor: Jack Sielaff

SUNDAY 11 a.m.
Burnsville Town
Center Auditorium
6 South Main Street
Burnsville, NC 28714
www.hopefellowshipwnc.org

Virginia Lee
Rathbone Jarrett

Virginia Lee Rathbone Jar-
rett, 104, went to her Lord and
Savior on Sunday, September
15, 2024. She was born on the
Sunday of November 23, 1919,
in the Pensacola Community,
near Burnsville, at the home of
her parents, Commodore Welzie
Rathbone and Pansy Melissa
Jane Arrowood Rathbone. The
eldest child, she grew up there
with her brother Quenten Rath-
bone and sisters Mari Luise
Clark, Tillie Jenkins, and Kate
Zullinger. Many close kin lived
amongst the hills and hollers
nearby, enriching her childhood
and forming indelible memories
that she would fondly recall and
share for the next hundred years.
She especially loved her Uncle
Charlie Rathbone, who brought
her special treats in lean times,
and her cousin Frances Wilson
Higgins, who was like a sister
to her.

Virginia attended Pensa-
cola Elementary School and
Burnsville High School. Living
close to town when her children
were small, she would often
walk with them to town, going
to the Yancey Library and to her
husband Arthur’s service sta-
tion, which is now the Yancey
County Visitor Center. She was
always a voracious learner, lov-
ing history, literature, music,
and, most of all, the Bible. This
was the book most frequently
found on her table, by her bed,
and in her lap, studying and
reading to her children from an
early age. She prayed just as
frequently, often on her knees,
knelt at the foot of her bed,
even at the age of 104. There
are many family, friends, and
strangers rejoicing with Virginia
today because they came to
know Jesus through her.

Behind a petite frame and
sparkling blue-green eyes, there
was a sharp wit, fierce stubborn
streak, and a toughness matched
only by her generosity and love
for others. She grew up caring
for family members and provid-
ing for her family even from a
young age. This beauty and
character were what drew her
future husband Arthur to her. It
was certainly not, she recalled,
that sticky candy she made for
a school fundraiser which he
bought just to get to know her.
Whatever its initial spark, it was
a love that endured until the
last days of her life. They were
married in Greenville, South
Carolina on June 28, 1940, and
had seven children and almost
20 years together.

During World War II, Vir-
ginia and Arthur moved to
Baltimore and worked at the
Glenn L Martin Aircraft Fac-
tory to support the war effort.
That’s right: she was a real life
“Rosie the Riveter”! They lived
in Baltimore until Arthur was
drafted. He served overseas in
the Army until the war’s end,
and she returned to Burnsville
with her two young children.
She supported the war effort
on the home front by collecting
needed materials and growing a
Victory Garden.

She spent her life caring
for others, even offering up her
own possessions whenever she
saw someone in need, but her
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren were her
real treasures. Telling her life
stories, reciting poems, and
singing songs from her past
were her gifts to them, but, most
of all, loving them and pray-
ing for them. At all the family
gatherings, after the blessing,
she would add, “ And when the
roll is called up yonder I hope
we’ll all be there, all my family,
gathered around the table.” We,
as her family, have been blessed
beyond measure to have had
her with us for all these years,
and we cherish our memories
of her.

Virginia was joyfully greet-

ed in Heaven by her husband,
Arthur Latte Jarrett; her son, Ar-
thur Lee Jarrett; her grandsons,
Wes Sides and Deck Jarrett; her
sons-in-law, Jack Batista, John
Sides and Nat Cloer; and many
other loved ones, including her
grandfather, Christopher Al-
phonso Rathbone, who walked
with little Jenny many Sundays
from Rocky Fork, through the
woods, to Murchison Baptist
Church.

Virginia Lee (Mama, Ma-
ma-Jenny, Mamaw, Mammy,
Memaw, Great Grandma, Aunt
Jenny) is greatly missed by her
son, William Dexter Jarrett 111,
his wife, Evelyn, and their son,
William Dexter Jarrett V, with
whom she made her home and
was blessed with their loving
care, and their children Arthur
Jarrett (Heather), Leslie Ann
Cabanilla (MJ), Russel Oldham
(Aimee), granddaughter Mia,
and grandchildren Virginia
(Gigi) and Michael. She is also
survived by her grandson Shawn
Howell, daughter Nancy Drin-
nen (Tom) and her children Jack
Batista (Kim) grandchildren
Max and Eden, and Michael
Batista (Melissa) and grandchil-
dren Garrett and Dade; daughter
Jennifer Cloer (Nat) and her
daughters Julie Upton (Matt)
grandchildren Bradley, Kyle
and Ava, and Rebecca Punch
(Brandon) and grandchildren
Marlie and Corbin; daughter
Nora Jane Lusk (Alan) and her
son Hal Lusk (Jamison) grand-
children Ila Quinn and Merritt
Lee-Ellen, and her daughters
Selena Lusk and Laura McDan-
iel (Kevin) and grandchildren
Todd Jarrett and Jack Alan;
daughter Mari Luise Sides
(John) and her daughter Susan-
nah Kautz (Steven); daughter
Ruth Watson (Jeff) and her
children Elisha, Isaiah, Ezekiel,
Caleb and Josiah.

“Let us consider how to
stir up one another to love and
good works, not neglecting to
meet together, but encouraging
one another, and all the more as
you see the Day drawing near.”
Hebrews 10:24-25

A private service was held
at the family cemetery, Eddie
McMahan, in the Pensacola
Community. The Celebration
for the life of Virginia Jarrett
was at West Burnsville Baptist
Church, Saturday, September
21.

In honor of a life well
lived, good and faithful ser-
vant, Virginia Rathbone Jarrett,
please consider a donation to
Gideons International: Gideon
Bibles can be purchased at Hol-
combe Brothers Funeral which
is respectfully serving the Jarrett
family, (828) 682-2310, or tgi@
gideons.org (615) 564-5000

Need a Broom?

Since 1950, the Burnsville
Lions Club has been selling their
trademark brooms as a fund-
raiser to provide vision care to
needy persons in Yancey Coun-
ty. While we no longer go door
to door selling our brooms, we
have placed our “broom boxes”
in a variety of places throughout
the county. Following is a list
of businesses where you may
locate our “broom boxes” and
purchase a broom. Buchanan
& Young (713 E. Main), Jill's
Hairport (212 W. Main), Phil's
Tire Service (617 E. Main),
Sue's Beauty Shop (511 W.
Main), Fox Country Store (680
W. Main), Troy's Greenhouse
(30 Cherry Ln), Shear Perfec-
tion Salon (117 Westover St.),
and Yancey Graphics (607 W.
Hwy 19E).

We appreciate your contin-
ued support of this long standing
project.

Guardian ad Litem
volunteers needed

The NC Guardian ad Litem
Program is seeking volunteer
advocates to represent abused
and neglected children in Yanc-
ey, Mitchell and Madison.

Training session are held
periodically for volunteers with
this program to advocate for
local children.

If you have any questions or
would like to learn more about
the local Guardian ad Litem
program, please call Erica Ed-
wards at 828-682-4754 or visit
volunteerforgal.org.

Victor Dallin
Hewitt

Victor Dallin Hewitt, of
Burnsville, NC, beloved hus-
band, father, and friend, passed
away peacefully on September
21, 2024 at age 96.

Vic was born September 1,
1928, in Wildwood, New Jer-
sey, to father Robert Penrose
Hewitt and mother Millicent
Hand Hewitt. In his youth, he
and his twin brother Bob en-
joyed sailing, swimming, and
fishing.

After graduating high school,
Vic and Bob served three years
in occupied Japan as Radio
Operator/Mechanics with the
Army Air Corps. After their
service, they earned their de-
grees in aeronautical engineer-
ing from Parks Air College, St.
Louis University.

Vic married Ruby Jean Mi-
chael in St. Louis in 1952, in
his last semester of college.
After graduation, Vic worked
for North American Aviation in
Columbus Ohio, and the young
couple started their family.
In 1957, Vic found employ-
ment with Martin Marietta,
and moved his family to Winter
Park, Florida. He worked there
for 30 years as an aerodynamics
designer and engineer. He was
the lead aerodynamicist on the
anti-ICBM Sprint missile, for
which he earned a lot of recog-
nition. He also served in other
roles such as Technical Director
and Aeromechanical Director.

While the kids were growing
up, Vic and his son Steve joined
the Boy Scouts. Vic was a Cub
Scout ‘Den Mother,” then an as-
sistant troop leader. The family
enjoyed fishing, camping and
sailing. After the kids went off
to college, Vic and Ruby moved
to Mt. Dora, Florida, and started
vacationing in North Carolina,
acquiring a cabin on Iron Moun-
tain, a house in Burnsville, and
land on a trout stream.

After Victor retired in 1990,
he and Ruby moved to Burns-
ville. He loved spending his
time growing grapes, mak-
ing wine, and trout fishing at
his creek property. They also
enjoyed volunteering at the
Family Violence thrift shop in
Burnsville, and later for the
Humane Society Thrift Shop.
He was a member of Higgins
Methodist Church.

Victor is preceded in death
by his wife of 65 years, Ruby
Michael Hewitt, as well as his
twin brother, Robert Hewitt,
and sister Doris Clark. He is
survived by his son, Steven
Michael Hewitt, and daughter,
Victoria Lynn Carlie; grand-
children Brad Hewitt, Michael
Hewitt, and Amy Carlie; great
granddaughter Lyra Hewitt
and great grandson Finn Victor
Schmalstig.

The funeral service was
held at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 28,2024, at Higgins
Methodist Church in Burns-
ville, NC.

Victor will long be remem-
bered for his radiantly joyful
smile, and his kindness, gen-
erosity, and service. In lieu of
flowers, please send memo-
rial gifts to: Yancey County
Humane Society @ 211 Kind
Hearts Way, Burnsville, NC
28714 or Higgins Methodist
Church @ 101 N Main St,
Burnsville, NC 28714.

Holcombe Brothers Funeral
Home is respectfully serving the
Hewitt family.

Marine Corps
League Mt. Mitchell

Detachment #1266

Meeting Notice Located at
the Western Sizzler Restaurant,
11961 S Hwy 226, Spuce Pine.
NC 28777

Meeting the 3rd Thursday
of Every Month at 7:00 p.m.

All branches are welcome
and families!
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Wednesday s publication.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
DEADLINE / COST

DEADLINE for classified ads and
newscopy is 12:00 noon on Friday for

COST is $7.00 for the first 20 words, 25¢
for each word over 20, 50 word limit.

LEGAL NOTICE FOR RENT FOR SALE

LEGAL NOTICE
STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
YANCEY COUNTY
GENERAL COURT OF
JUSTICE
FILE NO. 24E208
IN THE MATTER OF:
ESTATE OF THOMAS
MICHAEL BOONE
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Billy Ray Edge, having
qualified as Administrator of the
Estate of THOMAS MICHAEL
BOONE, deceased, late of
Yancey County, North Caro-
lina, notifies all persons having
claims against said Estate to
present them to: Billy Ray Edge,
Administrator, c/o Brian A. Bu-
chanan, Attorney, Grimes Teich
Anderson, LLP, 535 College
Street, Asheville, NC 28801, on
or before December 18,2024, or
this Notice will be pleaded in
bar of any recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

September 18, 2024.

s/Brian A. Buchanan, At-
torney for Billy Ray Edge,

Administrator of the Estate
of Thomas Michael Boone

Published September 18,
25, October 2, 9,2024

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE GENERAL
COURT OF JUSTICE,
YANCEY COUNTY
NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT
DIVISION
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Administrator / Executor
Notice

Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of Samuel
Joe Murphy of Yancey County,
North Carolina, this is to notify
all persons and corporations
having claims against the Es-
tate of said deceased to present
them to the undersigned on or
before the 11th day of Decem-
ber, 2024 or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
estate please make immediate
payment.

This the 3rd day of Septem-
ber, 2024.

Joel Murphy

7281 Crabtree Road

Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Published September 11,
18,25,

October 2, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice to Creditors

Having qualified as Ancil-
lary Administrator of the Estate
of Judene B. Giambrone a/k/a
Judene Giambrone of Orange
County, New York, in Yancey
County, North Carolina Clerk
Of Court File # 24 E 230, this
is to notify all persons, firms
and corporations having claims
against the decedent to present
them to the undersigned on or
before the 18 day of December
2024, or this Notice will be
pleaded in bar of recovery. All
persons, firms and corporations
indebted to said Estate please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 18 day of Septem-
ber, 2024.

Todd R. Giambrone, Ancil-
lary Administrator

c¢/o Martin Law Firm, P.A.

Attn.: Mark C. Martin

633 Merrimon Avenue,
Suite D

Asheville, NC 28804

Published September 18,
25, October 2,9, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
THE GREAT STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE COUNTY OF
YANCEY
IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT
DIVISION, BEFORE THE
CLERK
24 E 232
In the Matter of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT,
Deceased
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

HAVING QUALIFIED
as Executor of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT, de-
ceased,of YANCEY COUNTY,
NG, this is to notify all persons,
firms, and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to present them to the
undersigned on or before 10TH
day of January 2025, or this no-
tice will be pled in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to the said estate please make
immediate payment.

This the 2ND Day of Oc-
tober 2024

SYLVIAJOYCE

HONEYCUTT, Executor
2000 Shoal Creek Road
Burnsville, NC 28714
DONNY J. LAWS, Attorney

P. O. Box 397
Burnsville, NC 28714

Published: October 2, 9,
16, 23,2024

NEED TO RENT NEW
or used furniture, appli-
ances, computers, TV,
DVD/VCR? Call 766-
8775. Free delivery.
#1685/5-5un

FOR RENT: Spook-
tacular and taste-
fully furnished, new,
1 bedroom, 1,500 sq.
ft., with 6 large slid-
ing glass doors, Great
views. Close to town,
on West side. Tastefully
furnished with all new
appliances and gas
fireplace. Kept immac-
ulately clean and fresh.
Broadband and TV in-
cluded. West Burnsville
with easy access to 26
- 20 minutes to Weav-
erville, 45 to Asheville.
$1,200 long or short
lease 1-2 people only.
No Steps. Come and
have a look. Let’s talk,
954-496-9000. Text or
phone.

FOR RENT: Now ac-
cepting applications
for housing, 1 bedroom
apartments. Must be
62 or disable to quali-
fy. Section 8 Housing.
Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity. Mountain Village
Apartments, 200 West
Main Street, Burnsville,
NC 28714. 828-682-
7411.

#4667/10-2

Times Journal Deadline

Deadline for newscopy,
pictures, classified advertise-
ments is 12:00 on Friday for
Wednesday’s publication. Copy
should be brought by the office
located at 22 North Main Street
or mailed to Times Journal, 22
North Main Street, Burnsville,
N.C. 28714,

(governing board) Yancey County Board of Commissioners.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Section 5311 (ADTAP), 5310, 5339, 5307 and applicable State funding, or combination thereof.
This is to inform the public that a public hearing will be held on the proposed Fiscal Year 2026 Community

Transportation Program Application to be submitted to the North Carolina Department of Transportation
no later than October 4, 2024. The public hearing will be held on October 14, 2024 at 6:00pm before the

County.

Project
5311 Administrative
5311 Operaling
Combined Capital
5310 Operating

Other

Other

TOTAL PROJECT

Those interested in attending the public hearing and needing either auxiliary aids and services under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or a language translator should contact Michael Harris on or before
October 11, 2024, at telephone number 828-682-6144 or via email at
Michael.harris@yanceycountync.gov.

The Community Transportation Program provides assistance to coordinate existing transportation
programs operating in Yancey County as well as provides transportation options and services for the
communities within this service area. These services are currently provided using eleven demand
response vehicles, four of which are lift equipped. Services are rendered by the citizens of Yancey

The total estimated amount requested for the period July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026.

Total Amount

$ 137,363

$

$ 96,900

$ 70,000

$

$

$ 304,263

Total Funding Request

NOTE: Local share amount is subject to State funding availability.

Local Share
$ 20,605 (15%)
$ (50%)
$9,690 (10%)
$ 35,000 (50%)
$ ( %)
$ (%)

$ 65,295

Total Local Share

This application may be inspected at 503 Medical Campus Drive, Burnsville, NC 28714 from 7:30am -

4:30pm. Written comments should be directed to Michael Harris before October 11, 2024.

WNC AUTO PARTS,
LLC, specializing in
Toyota Trucks, 4Run-
ners, and parts for both,
years 79-02. Will buy
and pick up the same
if you have available.
Contact Jimmy at 828-
231-5715.
#7639/11-24-10un

REAL
ESTATE

FOR SALE: Commer-
cial building 2,500 sq.
ft. Heat, AC, bathroom.
Corner of 197 North
and Green Mountain
Road. $265K, (possible
owner financing), 386-
775-7355.

pd9-25un

WHITSON ELECTRICTH

Data Cabling and Testing

Serving the tri county since 1983”
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

828-765-9700

E

877-WHITSON

whitsonelectric@bellsouth.net
Michelle Boone, Office Manager

RANDOLPH’S

Custom Made Caskets and Urns

Custom
Woodwork

Call or Text
208-1118

Classifieds

FOR SALE: Church

pews, benches, and
pulpit, from 1 - 20, make
any offer.

pd10-9

Need a Broom?

Since 1950, the Burnsville
Lions Club has been selling their
trademark brooms as a fund-
raiser to provide vision care to
needy persons in Yancey Coun-
ty. While we no longer go door
to door selling our brooms, we
have placed our “broom boxes”
in a variety of places throughout
the county. Following is a list
of businesses where you may
locate our “broom boxes” and
purchase a broom. Buchanan
& Young (713 E. Main), Jill's
Hairport (212 W. Main), Phil's
Tire Service (617 E. Main),
Sue's Beauty Shop (511 W.
Main), Fox Country Store (680
W. Main), Troy's Greenhouse
(30 Cherry Ln), Shear Perfec-
tion Salon (117 Westover St.).
and Yancey Graphics (607 W.
Hwy 19E).

We appreciate your contin-
ued support of this long standing
project.

Thank you,

Burnsville Lions Club

Marine Corps
League Mt. Mitchell

Detachment #1266

Meeting Notice Located at
the Western Sizzler Restaurant,
11961 S Hwy 226, Spuce Pine.
NC 28777

Meeting the 3rd Thursday
of Every Month at 7:00 p.m.

All branches are welcome
and families!

[ ] [

Buying Or Selling Land ?
Call an experienced acreage specialist. There is a great
deal of information you need to know. | have been working
with mountain land, farms, retreat properties and larger tracts
since 1985, from 5 to 5,000 acres.

Hundreds of properties SOLD.I also work as a consultant with
landowners and land buyers and prepare management plans.
If it’s land, I can help you. Call me this week!

Robert Towe, Acreage Specialist since 1985

Degrees in Biology and Forestry
Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc.

828.253.7055

mountainacreageavl@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
DEADLINE / COST

DEADLINE for classified ads and
newscopy is 12:00 noon on Friday for
Wednesday s publication.

COST is $7.00 for the first 20 words, 25¢
for each word over 20, 50 word limit.

WANTED:

WANTED: FREE
CAMPER, If you need
to get rid of a camper,
or pontoon boat, from
your yard, at the lake,
or storage. Call Ricky
at 828-442-2658.

WANTED: PORCH
SWING: Text or phone
954-496-9000.

SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
FLOOR SANDING and
refinishing. Estimates.
Work guaranteed. Call
Tim Peterson at 675-
9664 or 284-0839.
Pd12-27-23un

HUSKINS CLEANING
SERVICE: commercial
cleaning, foreclosure,
construction cleanup,
smoke damage. Bond-
ed & insured. 682-
3331.

Pd12-27-23un

MAY COALITION
Simple... Business
Loans

(828)765-8880un

SIGNS - Quality signs,
banners, tags, decals,
magnetic, vinyl letters,
yard signs, custom de-
sign. Robertson Design
& Sign. 828.208.7446
JR/pd9-25-02un

HOPSON MASONRY:
Concrete pouring &
finishing rock, block &
brick laying. Fireplaces
- sidewalks - driveways
- foundations - retaining
walls. 35 years experi-
ence. Cotton Hopson

(828)675-5455, Matt
Hopson (828)675-
0724.

Pd12-12un
LUBE-N-SUDZ: Qil
changes, brake ser-

vice, hand car washes
& vacuuming. Free in-
town pick-up and deliv-
ery. 628 Pine Swamp
Road, Burnsville. 678-
9611.

FOX BROTHERS PAV-
ING & TRUCKING -
Locally owned and op-
erated. Paving, mulch,
dirt, hauling, gravel,
trucking. 50 years ex-
perience. Max Fox Il
828-284-4069, and
Shane Johnson 828-
284-4756.
#2540/pd2-24-10un

FENCING - Split rail
Locust, barbed wire,
woven wire, privacy or
others. 20 years expe-
rience. Free estimate.
Call 284-1232.
Pd9-25un

WATSON PAINTING -
Affordable quality resi-
dential painting service.
Deck staining & sealing,
log homes siding, pres-
sure washing. When
neatness counts. Ref-
erences. Insured. Call
cell 284-5676.
pd10-2un

YANCEY GRAPHICS -
For all your quick copy,
full color copy, fax, lami-
nating, binding, graphic
design and commer-
cial printing needs,
call Yancey Graphics
at 828-682-6620. M-F
8:30-4:30, across from
TD Bank. Here for you
since 1973.

1-18un

RAY’S TREE SERVICE
— Certified Arborist, in-
sured, hazardous tree
removal, view clearing,
round-overs, bucket
truck service, Hemlock
Wooly Adelgid treat-
ment, pressure wash-
ing, landscape design
& installation, gutter
cleaning. Stump grind-
ing. Free estimates.
828-467-1113.
Pd3-9un

PRESSURE WASH-
ING 828-467-6398.
pd4-24

HOUSE’S ELECTRIC -
Commercial. Residen-
tial. Licensed on bur-
glar alarms & cameras.
Dealer and service tech
on Generac stand by
units L.P Gas. All types
of electrical services.
Licensed & insured.
Keith House, cell 208-
0184.
#3160/12-25-23un

WHITE FALLS CA-
TERING: Amelia Hoil-
man 828-682-6768
(home) or 828-208-
0044 cell white.falls@
yahoo.com. Weddings,
reunions, parties, anni-
versaries, special occa-
sions, business events.
Call for consultation &
prices.

#7631/9-9un

WILSON HOME IM-
PROVEMENTS: bath-
room remodeling, cus-
tom showers, handicap
showers, tile laying,
decks, deck repairing,
handicap ramps and
pressure washing. Free
estimate. Call anytime,
828-682-1496, 828-
284-8256.

pd7-31

Meals on Wheels

needs volunteers
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals any
weekday from 10:30 to noon to
Yancey County’s shut-ins.
For information call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.

WILL DO HANDYMAN
WORK: Fall cleanup,
leaf removal, land clear-
ing and mowing, weed-
eating, cleaning gutters,
trash and debris remov-
al, clearing away clutter
around the house, tree
trimming, woodcutting,
splitting and stacking.
Handyman work of all
kinds, anything you
need done. Call cell:
828-284-3563 or 828-
242-3861 or home:
675-3062.

pd10-9

CASTAWAY TRASH,
Roll-off dumpster rent-
al. Junk removal and
clean-out service. 828-
678-5198 or 828-284-
1544. www.castaway-
trash.com.

EAST YANCEY CON-
STRUCTION LLC
Roofing, drywall, decks,
siding and paint, re-
modeling and more, in-
sured. Eastyanceycon-
struction@gmail.com,
828-448-1404.

pd11-27

CLEAR CUT

Insured

Estimates
will beat
¥iany other
estimate!”

Chlpplng A
828-284-6176 + 828-284-4381

ATOMIC SULAR

Your Partner in Perpetual Energy

Save Energy With
Solar Electric
Solar Water Heating
Battery Back Up Systems
30% Fed. Income Tax Credit
Call For Free Estimate
866-704-1187

ALAN WRIGHT
BACKHOE SERVICE

Septic Tank & Reservoir
Installation
Any type of backhoe work
or hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call 682-6751

Pensacola Rd.
Burnsville

%Free Estimates @

McKinney Grading

Road Grading + House Sites
Septic Systems
+ Gravel & Much More!

Backhoe, Trackhoe,
Dozer & Dump Truck

P.O. Box 1072, Peterson Branch Road
Burnsville, NC 28714

Allan McKinney
(828) 208-7405, cell

DAVID'S DOORS

~ Garage Door Specialist ~

Residential ® Commercial

Garage Doors & Openers

JOHNSON’S SEAL-
ING extend the life of
your driveway and pro-
tect your investment.
Confidence you can
trust! Driveways, park-
ing lots and more. Lo-
cally owned and oper-
ated. Bailey Johnson
828-284-8685.

pd9-25

BUILDING - REMOD-
ELING: We do remod-
eling and building,
decks, flooring, siding,
windows, doors, pres-
sure washing, interior
and exterior painting.
Anything you need
done. Excellent refer-
ences available. 828-
208-7485 or 828-284-
8975.

pd10-9

Isaac R. Bailey, Area Rep.
Sales & Service
Formerly Electrolux
New & Used Vacuum Cleaners
Genuine Parts
Repairs - Supplies
Phone: 828-682-2834
Cell: 828-273-3410

Need a New
Shlngle Roof?

Local
References

Tom Allen

78-284-3364

Whitson Replacement

Windows
828-208-7465

Family Owned
for 40 years

FREE
ESTIMATES

“We will beat
anyone’s prices!”

Adrian Whitson

Classifieds

Superior Installation Inc

Heating / Cooling / Controls

31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Trane 828-765-7659 Rheem

I superiorhvac@bellsouth.net
Rebecca Honeycutt, Office Manager -

L —
Blue Ridge 6 Plumbing
g/
New Construction Commercial/Residential ¢ Re-models
Water Heaters Tankless/Gas/Elec. ¢ Electronic Locating
Backflow Prevention ¢ Backflow Testing

Gas Systems Natural/Propane ° Faucet Replacement
Toilet Repair & Installation ¢ Drain Cleaning

828-682-0243 255 Eagle Rock Lane
blue-ridgeplumbinginc @ hotmail.com Burnsville, NC

MARG BUGHANAN
GRADING & TRUCKING

1348 Three Quarter Creek Rd., Burnsville Sl;(rgvl;?:::l;or
Backhoe e Dozer * Trackhoe over
Dump Truck % 20 Years!
GRADING ¢ LAND CLEARING (828) 682-2487

HOUSE SITES ¢ DITCHING « ROAD BUILDING
SEPTIC TANKS & RESERVOIRS ¢ ALL TYPES OF HAULING » HYDROSEEDING

o>

Green Mountain Grading

Grading * Land Clearing * Roads * Septic Tanks
Gravel Hauling

Shannon Deyton

Cell: (828) 284-2121

JIM HUGHES & ASOC.

LAND

SURVEYING
(828) 682-3404

405 East Main St. brick house
Next to Aldrige Eye Assoc. ¢
PO BOX 1452
BURNSVILLE, NC 28714

JIM HUGHES, P.L.S.

Bennett's
Mini Trackhoe
and

Small Dozer

“Don’t pay big
for small jobs!”

(828) 208-4631

SALES * SERVICE
INSTALLATIONS

675-9107

~David Farrell ~
Calls returned within 24 hrs.

Pr0v1dmg mnovatlve landscapes and personahzed service

Landscape Design, Installation & Maintenance,
Rock Work, Water Features, and many other services

Heritage Lumber

Burnsville By-Pass East, Burnsville
682-3033

Burleson Plumbing
& Heating

Spruce Pine 765-4042

Glen Raven
Custom Fabrics
East Main Street, Burnsville
Green Mountain

Grading

828-284-2121

Burnsville

Yancey Graphics
Printing

828-6620

Burnsville
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Tropical Storm Helene damage in the Yancey Area
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Tire Shop located on Hwy 19, neaWindo
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