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NCDOT and partners capturing
Helene impacts from the sky

The N.C. Department
of Transportation’s Division
of Awviation is using aircraft
to capture imagery, assess in-
frastructure, and assist with
disaster relief efforts in the
wake of Hurricane Helene.
A range of aviation resources
have been deployed in Western
North Carolina, including N.C.
National Guard aircraft, NC-
DOT’s aerial imagery planes and
drones, and private organizations
making air drops of food, water
and other emergency supplies.

NCDOT’s drone teams
and Photogrammetry unit, the
Civil Air Patrol and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration have flown over
240 missions to capture images
that are being used to inform the
massive disaster response effort.
This real-time data enables NC-
DOT teams to gather informa-
tion about difficult to reach areas
and prioritize safe response and
recovery operations.

“NCDOT’s aerial imagery
has played a vital role in the af-
termath of Hurricane Helene,
providing critical data that may
not be safely visible from the
ground,” said Becca Gallas, Di-
rector of NCDOT Division of
Aviation. “The imagery is es-
sential for designing effective
solutions to repair and restore
damaged infrastructure like roads
and bridges, ensuring the safety
and efficiency of our transporta-
tion networks during recovery
efforts.”

NCDOT employs three pri-
mary types of imagery: rapid
situational awareness images,
site-specific drone images, and
photogrammetry images.

Within 24-hours of Helene
impacting North Carolina, NC-
DOT, in partnership with the
Civil Air Patrol, conducted sev-
eral fixed-wing airplane missions
across Western North Carolina to
get rapid images of potentially
impacted dams and major high-

way corridors. This helped iden-
tify necessary road closures and
the deployment of crews and re-
sources.

NCDOT drone teams were
deployed throughout the region
to assess specific sites along road
and rail routes. These high-reso-
lution images and videos provide
critical insights into the extent of
the damage without risking staff
safety. The images are then used
to assess bridge and road condi-
tions that can be communicated
to the public.

Photogrammetry — missions
involve capturing detailed aerial
images, using fixed-wing air-
planes equipped with special-
ized cameras. Photogrammetry
staff use the two-dimensional
images and flight data to create
three-dimensional maps. These
models are used by planners and
engineers to design solutions for
repairing and restoring damaged
infrastructure, such as roads and
bridges. NCDOT has conducted

a number of photo-
grammetry missions
& already and is pri-
oritizing additional
corridors for further
analysis.

NCDOT  will
continue to priori-
tize and fly aerial
missions,  custom-
izing imaging ef-
forts based on the
size, geography and
specific data needs
of damaged loca-
- | tions. These images
- | will guide NCDOT
| and its partners in
ensuring safe and

The damage to roadways due to Helene is immense. Flooding not only
took the pavement, but the roadbed underneath. Repairs have begun, but

many will remain with one-lane access for many days to come.

efficient  responses
throughout the next
phases of Hurricane
Helene’s recovery.
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Homeowners have begun the cleanup at their homes, with personal belongings saturated with
water and dirt and many lawns have been transformed into huge sandpits.

Tedious cleanup after the storm begins

As we enter week three
after Helene hit Yancey County,
industries, businesses and hom-
eowners have begun the heart-
wrenching job of cleaning up.

The receding waters have
left behind mounds of mud,
sand and debris.

Disaster relief organiza-

Numerous

e —

tions are here with hundreds of
volunteers helping. Traveling
around the county, you will find
homes with huge stacks of trash
sitting outside.

What once were treasured
belongs have been turned to
items to be discarded. Furniture,
appliances, clothing, vehicles --

for some everything they owned
-- has either been taken by the
raging wind and water or left
behind damaged beyond use.

Many will/have lost the
home or business that has been
their source of security and
income for years. The damage
for a large number is to the point
of no repair.

The financial loss will
sit at a number that is beyond
comprehension. For many the
rebuild process will happen,
sadly for many it will not.

Residents with home dam-
age after Helene do not need to
wait for a FEMA home inspec-

tion or insurance adjuster before
(continued on page 2)

businesses and industries have taken a hit from Helene with the temporar loss of

utilities, a workforce not able to get to their jobs or actual damage to buildings and equipment mak-
ing it impossible for them to operate.
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damage. They are working tirelessly to get [= ==
those damages repaired. They hope to be =
able to open back up soon and look forward
to seeing their loyal customers.

Restaurants impacted by Hurric

Leigh Howell, owner of Pig
restaurant in Burnsville, has suffered water |_

n Grits
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ane Helene can

apply to operate under Emergency Operations Plans

The North Carolina De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services and local health
departments are working with
restaurants and food establish-
ments impacted by Hurricane
Helene to help them reopen and
feed their communities.

Local and state public
health staff are working to help
them reopen safely while in-
frastructure continues to be
repaired or rebuilt in western
North Carolina counties.

Restaurants who lack their
usual sources of power, drinking
water and wastewater treatment
can reopen through an Emergen-
cy Operations Plan developed
with their local health depart-
ment. More than 70 restaurants’

ot

Emergency Operations Plans
have been approved as of Octo-
ber 9, 2024, in addition to those
approved at the local level.

Restaurants may need to
limit or simplify their menu
based on the amount of water
available; they may need to
switch to take-out service only;
or they may need to obtain a
porta-potty.

Other important elements
include:

 Water is coming from an
approved source, such as the
municipal water system, an ap-
proved and tested community
well or water supply company or
bottled water. If a water storage
truck, tank or other container is
used, it should be designed for

-----

Helene forced Appalachian Java to moved from their Downtown location to their sister location

potable water.

* Water for employee hand-
washing is provided.

* A toilet or porta-potty
for employees and customers
is available if the restaurant
is open for seated customers.
If using flushing toilets, either
gray water or other non-potable
water must be available to flush
them.

A flyer with elements of
an approved Emergency Op-
erations Plan for Restaurants is
available online.

For more information
about Hurricane Helene and
resources available for people
who are impacted, please go to
ncdhhs.gov/helene and ncdps.

gov/helene.
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at 601 East Main Street, Burnsville. They ask their customers to come to this location and help save
their business. They currently are working out of a food truck located in the parking lot. They are
serving breakfast and lunch -- donations are welcome.

Town of Burnsville water service return information

Water distribution in the
Town of Burnsville will begin
again soon.

It will begin in phases as
crews work to flush distribu-
tion pipes of air and debris and
re-pressurize the system. The
process will go slowly in order
to minimize line breaks as ser-
vice is restored.

You should be aware that
outages may re-occur as crews
work to fix line breaks that may
happen due to water coming
back into the distribution sys-
tem. You should expect pressure
issues and all users will be under
the boil water advisory for an

undetermined amount of time.
The water will not be safe to
drink directly from the faucet
until the boil water advisory is
lifted.

We do have a limited num-
ber of portable water filtration
bags available for residents.
Come by Town Hall to pick
one up.

What to do before water
service returns:

1. Flip off the breaker to
your water heater.

2. Turn off water to your
water heater.

3. Turn off hot water under
your sinks.

4. Remove aerator (it typi-
cally unscrews) on faucets.

5. Turn off the ice maker.

6. Turn off water to your
whole house filter, if you have
one.

What to do when your
water service returns

1. Flush your home plumb-
ing by running the bathtub’s
cold water faucet.

2. Your water heater may
be turned back on once your
home’s plumbing has been
flushed.

3. It is safe to flush your
toilet after completing steps 1
and 2.

Town of Burnsville informational notice as of October 11th

October 11, 2024

A temporary water intake
pump and %2 mile of water line
has been installed, providing
water to the Water Treatment
Plant. The plant is assessing
water quality and beginning the
process of treating water. Once
the plant is ready and begins to
slowly phase water into distri-
bution lines, crews are ready to
repair potential breaks through-
out the system. When water is
reestablished the water must be
boiled until the system can be
flushed and sanitized. The wa-
ter will still be usable for show-
ering and flushing toilets.

Camera work continues on
sewer lines with emergency re-
pairs to any breaks.

Parts of the Wastewater
Treatment were underwater
and in need of replacement.
Temporary equipment is on its
way, allowing the plant some
capacity to operate once water
is reestablished. Town staff is
working with FEMA, the State,
and insurance adjusters to fund
repairs.

A potable water truck is set

up on N. Main Street.

Free water is available on
Avery Street, across from Rec-
onciliation House, to fill tanks.

The Living Water Treat-
ment System (LWTS) by Water
Mission is set up at Ray Court
Park. The system can make up
to 10,000 gallons of clean water
every day. It pulls water fromthe
creek, removes dirt and germs
with specialized filtration, fol-
lowed by chlorine disinfection
to make sure the water is safe
for people to drink. Bring your
own containers to fill. A similar
system has been placed at the
former Bald Creek Elementary
School, near West Yancey Fire
Department.

Port-a-johns and hand
washing stations are begin-
ning to show up, with four at
the Town Center. More will be
located at the Town’s public
restrooms near the Chamber of
Commerce very soon.

Blue Ridge Elementary has
shower trailers available.

Burnsville Residentialtrash
pick-up should return to its reg-
ular schedule on Friday (10/11).

East Yancey and Riverside
Convenience Centers will be
open from 7am to 4pm. Only
household bagged trash will be
accepted at this time. The land-
fill remains closed to the pub-
lic. Yancey County is actively
working on a plan for disposal
of construction/storm debris.
Do not burn garbage or debris.

Anyone wishing to vol-
unteer for supply and dona-
tion receiving and distribution
sites, support for emergency
shelters, etc. should report to
the Burnsville Town Center at
6 S Main Street at 9:15 a.m. or
1 p.m. daily. Partners Aligned
Toward Health is organizing
“people volunteers” only -- not
heavy machinery volunteers.

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
aids individuals, communities,
and local governments affect-
ed by disasters, helping them
recover and rebuild: FEMA.
gov. The SBA provides low-
interest loans to businesses or
homeowners/individuals ~ for
disaster recovery efforts. Ap-
ply ASAP: sha.gov
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Tedious cleanup after the storm begins

(continued from page 1)
beginning to clean up. Typi-
cally, after a survivor applies for
disaster assistance, they will be
contacted by a FEMA inspector
within a few days to schedule
an appointment. Before starting
any structural work, be sure to
get a building permit from your
local building authorities.

Before Cleaning Up

 Take photos of damage
before you begin the clean-up
process. Be sure to include pho-
tos or videos of the outside and
inside of the building, including
damaged personal property, and
label them by room before you
remove anything.

e Photograph the make,
model, and serial number for
appliances such as washers, dry-
ers, hot water heaters, kitchen
appliances, TVs and comput-
ers.

« Save all repair receipts.

* If you have insurance,
separate damaged items from
undamaged items. The insur-
ance adjuster may need to

document damaged items when
conducting an inspection.

« If possible, keep samples
of carpet, flooring, wallpaper
and drapes.

« After taking photos, im-
mediately throw away flood-
damaged items that pose a health
risk after coming into contact
with floodwaters, such as per-
ishable food, clothing, cushions
and pillows.

When Salvaging and
Cleaning Up Flood Damaged

Property
» Always wear protective

clothing. This includes long-
sleeved shirts, long pants, rubber
or plastic gloves and waterproof
boots or shoes.

o Ifthe home needs a tarp to
prevent further damage, install
the tarp as quickly as possible.

 Take wet items outside.
Your home could be contaminat-
ed with mold, which may raise
the health risk for those with
asthma, allergies and breathing
conditions. For detailed tips
on cleaning mold safely, visit

Davis Farms

We will reopen when we get the
building cleaned

Amish Butter
Amish Bacon
Jellies and Jams

We Accept EBT Cards

Animal Feed

Dog - Horse - Rabbit - Goat « Chicken

IF Produce

Open Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00
Saturday 9:00 - 3:00

One Mile West of Cane River Middle School on Hwy 19

(828-682-9766)

Appalachian Protective
Services Inc.

Security-Fire Systems / Access Contra
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

apssystems@bellsouth.com
Sharon Munday, Office Manager

828-765-9797

800-SAFE-585

MATTRESS OUTLET

766-8775

SPRUCE PINE SHOPPING CENTER

4QUEEN
b

FREE
DELIVERY

FREE

\ HAUL OFF

DOUBLE SIDED

PLUSH MATTRESS SET

QUEEN MEMORY FOAM $299

EASY EASY PAYMENTS

Funds Available to
Help Cover Tuition

Class Begins Dec 3rd

Yancey Learning Center

828.682.7315

the Centers for Disease Con-
trol’s site at Homeowner’s and
Renter’s Guide to Mold Cleanup
After Disasters | Mold | CDC.

e Clean all hard surfaces
and items with bleach. If pos-
sible, wash wet fabrics in hot
water.

» Use caution when enter-
ing your home. Before entering
your residence, look around
the outside for damaged power
lines, gas lines and other struc-
tural damage. If able, open doors
and windows so your house
can air out before spending any
length of time inside.

e Watch for sharp objects
such as protruding nails and
screws, aluminum, and broken
glass.

e Turn off main electrical
power and water systems. Don’t
use gas appliances until a profes-
sional can inspect them.

e Check all ceilings and
floors for signs of sagging or
other potentially dangerous
structural damage. Remove
all drywall and insulation that
has been in contact with flood
waters.

 Throw out any items that
cannot be cleaned. This includes
items like mattresses, carpeting
and stuffed animals that absorb
water and cannot be cleaned or
disinfected.

Apply With FEMA

The fastest way to apply is
online at DisasterAssistance.gov
or via the FEMA app. You may
also call 800-621-3362. If you
use arelay service, such as video
relay, captioned telephone or
other service, give FEMA your
number for that service.

Yancey Co. Farm
Bureau annual
meeting Oct. 29th

The annual meeting of the
members of the Yancey County
Farm Bureau, Inc., a North
Carolina corporation (the “Cor-
poration”) will be held Tuesday
October 29 , 2024, at 5:30 p.m.
at the Yancey County Farm
Bureau office, 316 E Main St,
Burnsville, NC 28714. During
the meeting, the members of the
corporation will elect directors,
officers, and consider any other
business brought before the
membership. Due to the recent
catastrophic event, this will be a
Business Only annual meeting.
No meal will be served at this
meeting.

Rodeo canceled

Due to the unprecedented
impacts of Hurricane Helene
across Western North Carolina
and the greater Atlantic region,
WCRA (World Champions
Rodeo Alliance), PBR (Profes-
sional Bull Riders) and Tryon
International have cancelled the
2024 Rodeo Carolina.

WCRA and its partners
look forward to bringing Rodeo
Carolina back to the region in
Fall 2025. All ticket purchasers
will receive arefund from ETIX.
com, Tryon International’s tick-
eting partner. All refunds will
be processed automatically and
appear on your bank statement
within 20 business days.
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MAYLAND

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

WELDING

Spark a career in welding. Start
your journey today!

Call Us Now

<

) Mayland.edu/ce

Tropical Storm Helene

A small group of Yancey County residents helped to escort a group of volunteers who had
arrived from Georgia on Saturday morning, October 12th info the Bee Log, Little Creek, and
communities located along the lower portion of Hwy 19W / Cane River. The Georgia group had
arrived with generators to distribute to residents of this rural secton of Yancey County.

Below are a few photos taken during the group’s visit to these communities.
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Former location of the Bee Log Elementary School has served as a
point of operation for the remote area of Yancey County.
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All that remais of the old country store that was located at he intrsection of
roads that lead into the Bee Log and Little Creek communities.
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In the midst of the destruction, volunteers were set up offering '
what help they could to the members of these communities.
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The roadway leading into the Little Creek Community hasibeen ‘rebuilt’ to'a small
one-lane dirt and gravel lane sitting precariously on the riverbank of the Cane River.

which had just been completed the night before,
allowing these residents their first roadway

Helene hit
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Low water access across a section
of the Cane River has been built.

Damaged homes and vehicles can be found
throughout every community.

Even though the times are difficult or this

mountain community, their determined will

= ——

CommunltlesrhaQ)e been cut off due t‘o-the B
destruction of bridges and roadways.

to survive continues and they do their best
to put a smile on your face when you visit.

road meanders through Yancey County alongside the Cane River. Those who have chosen
this route will now find a landscape that has been stripped clean by the high waters.
(You will find this to be the same for many roadways located along waterways throughout our
county. Topsoil and vegetation has been replaced with rock beds and massive sand deposits.)
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Emergency response teams/individuals have spent days and nights helping our residents

By Anna Webb

There is not one area or
resident in Yancey County that
has not been impacted by He-
lene. Be it through loss of life,
flooding, wind damage, loss of
electricity and utilities, com-
munication loss or isolation.

Helene came with a de-
structive cloak and covered our
picturesque mountain commu-
nity and refused to remove that
cloak until every one of use felt
its presence. We have weath-
ered many storms throughout
the years, but nothing like the
Storm of 2024.

The fire departments and
first responder units located
throughout our county are
comprised of volunteers. Vol-
unteers who are on-call 24
hours, seven days a week, all
year long.

To say the men and wom-
en of our volunteer fire de-
partments, rescue teams and
law enforcement are heroes,
doesn’t begin to show the depth
of our appreciation for all they
have and continue to give the
people of Yancey County.

These individuals were
manning their stations all night
before The Storm of 2024 ever
left the first drop of rain or
blew the first leaf on a tree in
our community.

They left their homes, jobs
and their families to “be there”
for their hometown communi-

ties. One of our county fire de-
partments had their buildings
flooded with major damage,
but they continue to provide
support to their neighbors.

Help has arrived from
teams stationed outside our
county and state. An October
1st press release stated, Yancey
County Sheriff’s Office was
operating at full capacity, hav-
ing implemented a statewide
mutual aid plan to bolster local
resources. Assistance had ar-
rived from neighboring coun-
ties, including Stanly, Catawba,
Chatham, Alamance, Wayne,
and Stanfield Police Depart-
ment showcasing a collabora-
tive effort to address the needs
in Yancey County.

To assist with response
and recovery efforts, Yancey
County immediately received a
range of specialized resources,
including: Type 2 Swiftwater
Rescue Team from New York
(16 persons); Type 3 Swiftwa-
ter Rescue Team from Char-
lotte Fire Department (9 per-
sons); All Hazards Incident
Management Team — NC based
(4 persons); Urban Search &
Rescue Team from Charlotte
Fire Department (17 persons);
Communications Unit Leader/
Technicians — NC based (2 per-
sons); FEMA - Type 1 USAR
Team from Texas (78 persons
with 6 K9’s); All Hazards In-
cident Management Team from

Statement from Yancey County
Sheriff Shane Hilliard

October 12, 2024

Fifteen days ago, when
Hurricane Helene hit, | sound-
ed the alarm for help, and
sheriffs and their teams from
across the state came running.
These deputies have been
nothing short of heroes, work-
ing alongside us day and night.
They’ve rescued those in need,
cleared trees, delivered sup-
plies, and stepped up in ways
too numerous to count.

While we’ve made great
strides, there is still plenty of
work to do, and these deputies

will continue to stand by us as
we rebuild and recover. | can-
not thank them enough for their
dedication and service. Yancey
County is stronger because of
them, and we are deeply grate-
ful.

Let’s continue supporting
one another and working to-
ward full recovery. If you see
these out-of-county deputies
around, please thank them for
all they’ve done. We are forever
in their debt.

— Sheriff Shane Hilliard,
Yancey County, NC

Southeast Florida (4 persons);
NC Sheriff’s Association Mu-
tual Aid Partners; Ambulance
Strike Team/Task Force (5 ALS
units).

In the following days, oth-
er teams joined those already

stationed in Yancey County.
Yancey County residents
with medical training were out
providing help as soon as the
waters began to recede on Fri-
day, Sept. 27th. These members
of our community have been
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joined by individuals and medi-
cal organizations from outside
our county, providing help
through the field medical units,
shelters, as well as traveling
throughout the county check-
ing on individuals still able to
remain in their homes.

As stated before, the list of
the groups or individuals who
have stepped up, left their home
and families to lend a helping
hand to the citizens of Yancey
County would take hundreds of
pages.

The one-to-one stories of
these “heroes” being there for

a person in need would reach
the thousands. For some it may
have been medical help, for
others just the need of reas-
surance that the Storm of 2024
has been a battle for survival
not being fought alone.

Entering the third week
after Helene hit Yancey Coun-
ty, these heroes are tired, but
unwavering in their continued
service.

We extend a gigantic
THANK YOU to you each and
every one for every act of car-
ing -- small or large. May God
Bless You!
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Yancey County Farm Bureau
will hold it’'s Annual

BUSINESS MEETING

Tuesday, October 29th
at the Yancey County Farm
Bureau Office at 5:30 p.m.

This will be a business-only
annual meeting. No meal will be
served at this meeting.

All Yancey County Farm Bureau
Members are invited to attend!

WE CAN NOW ACCEPT OTC CARDS!

benefits

Avallable al Walmart and other
v participating
— retallers. To view your balance, fing 5
% approved products, participating storas
b and details on how to shop, goto:

" «HsalthyB-nsﬂtsPius.:nm/pr»
stomer Support. 1-833-853-8587, TTY 711

PR YOur account number and security code printed on this

[ '° buy covered OTC and Healthy
pry discounts,

y Food products, and apply

UM <

umber: <<9999 9999 9999 99999>>

ecurity Code: <<9999>>

UHCO3SEN4025 09

Check your OTC card for the S3 logo...

then stop by

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE

for your OTC pain relievers, vitamins,
cold medicines, etc.

PRESCRIPTION PAD
OF BURNSVILLE

Hours of operation:
M-F8am.-7p.m.
/Sat8am.-4p.m./
Sun 10 a.m. -3 p.m.

Our very own locally
owned pharmacy!

730 E. Main Street,
Burnsville N.C.

Call 678-3914

Fax: 828-678-3945
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Chief Justice Newby extends the amended order for certain
Western North Carolina Counties due to Hurricane Helene

Chief Justice Paul Newby
has issued an emergency direc-
tive order under N.C.G.S. §
TA-39(b)(1) extending relief
for certain weather-affected
counties in western North Car-
olina. The October 11, 2024 or-
der extends the amended order,
issued September 30, 2024,
for the following 13 counties:
Avery, Buncombe, Haywood,
Henderson, Jackson, Madison,
McDowell, Mitchell, Polk,
Rutherford, Transylvania, Wa-
tauga, and Yancey.

The emergency directives
contained in this order become
effective October 15, 2024, and
expire on October 28, 2024.

The order includes:

11 October 2024, order
of the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court of North Carolina
extending the 29 September
amended order for certain des-
ignated counties.

Having consulted the lo-
cal judicial officials, | hereby
determine and declare under
N.C.G.S. § 7A-39(b)(1) that
catastrophic conditions result-
ing from severe weather and
flooding have existed and con-
tinue to exist in certain western
North Carolina counties. The
amended order, issued 30 Sep-
tember 2024, is extended for
the following thirteen counties:
Avery, Buncombe, Haywood,
Henderson, Jackson, Madison,
McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Ru-
therford, Transylvania, Watau-
ga and Yancey.

Pursuant to statutory au-
thority, | therefore extend the
time and periods of limita-
tionfor filing and for acts due
to be done in the following
North Carolina counties: Av-
ery County, Buncombe County,
Haywood County, Henderson
County, Jackson County, Madi-
son County, McDowell County,
Mitchell County, Polk County,
Rutherford County, Transylva-
nia County, Watauga County,
Yancey County --(stating for
each county in the amended
order) --

I order that all pleadings,
motions, notices, and other

documents and papers that
were due to be filed in (county
included in amended order)
between the dates of 26 Sep-
tember 2024 and 28 October
2024 in civil actions, criminal
actions, estates, and special
proceedings shall be deemed to
be timely filed if they are filed
before the close of business on
28 October 2024.

I further order that all
other acts that were due to be
done in (county included in the
amended order) between the
dates of 26 September 2024
and 28 October 2024 in civil
actions, criminal actions, es-
tates, and special proceedings
shall be deemed to be timely
done if they are done before the
close of business on 28 October
2024.

Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 8§
7A-39(b)(2), the emergency di-

rectives contained in this order
expire on 28 October 2024. As
we assess the situation in each
county, however, these dead-
lines may be extended.

Considering the sever-
ity of the conditions in certain
counties of our State, | urge lo-
cal judicial officials to exercise
their own authority to grant
additional relief and accom-
modations as necessary to pro-
tect courthouse personnel and
the public while honoring the
Judicial Branch’s commitment
to open courts and the prompt
administration of impartial jus-
tice.

This order becomes effec-
tive on 15 October 2024. Issued
this the 11th day of October,
2024,

Paul Newby / Chief Justice
/ Supreme Court of North Caro-
lina.

AgSouth distributes $30 million
early patronage to members

Hurricane Helene caused
overwhelming devastation in
portions of AgSouth’s region
of Georgia, North Carolina,
and South Carolina. Homes
and farm structures have been
destroyed, orchards and crops
have been devastated, and the
greatest tragedy is lives have
been lost. AgSouth CEO and
President Vance Dalton com-
mented, “We are committed to
standing alongside you as you
navigate through this difficult
time of cleanup and recovery.”

AgSouth’s hope is to pro-
vide some assistance towards
recovery. As a Cooperative,
AgSouth distributes a portion
of our profits each year in the
form of patronage. These funds
are usually distributed in the
spring.

In the wake of damage
from Hurricane Helene across
our footprint, AgSouth will be
making an early payment of
2024 funds to stockholders in
the amount of $30 million. The
hope is that this effort will sup-
port the vast number of mem-
bers who are in immediate

need. Efforts are being made to
disperse payments within the
next 30 days.

“l know it is going to be a
long recovery process. But | can
assure that AgSouth Farm Cred-
it will be here for you as long as
it takes. Our farmers and com-
munities will continue to be in
our prayers,” says Dalton.

198 miles of Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia reopened

The Blue Ridge Parkway
from milepost 0 to milepost 198
in Virginia, which closed due to
impacts from Hurricane He-
lene, reopened at 8 a.m. on Fri-
day, October 11. This includes
the 198 miles of the scenic by-
way from Shenandoah National
Park south to Virginia Route
685 - Skyview Drive/Turkey
Ridge Road (near Fancy Gap):

The Humpback Rocks,
James River and Peaks of Ot-
ter visitor centers will reopen,
as power and water have been
restored to all facilities where it
existed before the storm.

The Mabry Mill Cultural
Site will be open, and the East-
ern National/America’s Nation-
al Parks sales outlet will operate
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily

Peaks of Otter and Rocky
Knob campgrounds will oper-
ate on a first-come, first-served
basis until October 14, at which
time existing reservations will
again be honored. Otter Creek
Campground was closed for the
season prior to the storm and
will remain closed.

Peaks of Otter Lodge will
continue to operate (it did not
close after the storm)

The National Park Service
hopes to reopen the remain-
der of the parkway in Virginia
within the next two weeks.

“Due to the hard work of
the Blue Ridge Parkway crews,
we are able to open nearly 200
miles of the Blue Ridge Park-
way in Virginia, a vital and
scenic route that both embod-

East Tennessee State University waives
application fee for out-of-state students

In  September, ETSU of-
fered free applications for grad-
uating high school seniors and
transfer students across Tennes-

see.

In October, out-of-
state  students will have
the same opportunity.

Interested applicants should
visit www.estu.edu/admissions/
free-app.php and use the code
OOSFreeApp25 when filling
out the application to waive the
$25 fee. The code is valid until

Yancey County DSS continues
to provide services for residents

Due to flooding damage to
their building caused by Hurri-
cane Helene, the Yancey Coun-
ty Department of Social Servic-
es is closed to the public until
further notice.  However, the
agency has continued to pro-
vide Adult and Child Protective
Services. If you need to make
a report of suspected abuse or
neglect, please call the Sheriff’s
Department at (828) 682-2124
and ask for the On-Call Social
Worker.

Please do not call the Sher-
iff’s Department to ask about
FNS (food stamps), Medic-
aid, Child Support, or Work

Ve memory of
{mw%yami

Annie Sibverd

Dear Mom & Dad,

Another year is here and I have to

tell you with a heavy heart, your

beloved daughter and my very

good friend and sister has come

your way. Soon, we will all be with
you. That will be a wonderful day.
I miss you both as much today as
when you left this world. To me,
you both are still at home and it
will always be so. I will close with

this poem.

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep.

I am a thousand winds thar blow

I am the diamond glints upon snow.
I am the sun on ripened grain

I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning hush

I am the swift rush
of quiet birds in circled flight
I am the soft stars that shine at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry
I am not there, I did not die.

Your loving daughter,
Margie

First programs.  The agency
is continuing to provide these
services. Beginning Monday,
October 14, they began to take
phone calls at (828) 682-6148
from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. dur-
ing the week to take reports,
answer questions, and to pro-
vide guidance.

Director Sonya Morgan
stated “We are working dili-
gently to fully restore agency
operations. We appreciate
your continued patience. It
may take us a little longer to
respond but we want you to
know we are here to serve and
support you. Thank you!”

BELIEVE

Oct. 31.

“ETSU is proud to provide
options to make college afford-
able. We recently cut out-of-
state tuition in half in an effort
to extend that opportunity to
as many students as possible,”
said Heather Levesque, assis-
tant vice president and execu-
tive director of Undergraduate
Admissions.

“We’re excited to invite
out-of-state students to ap-
ply for free during the month
of October, and hope this will
build interest and excitement
in ETSU beyond Tennessee, as
well as highlight an affordable
out-of-state education option.”

In the wake of Hurricane
Helene, ETSU understands stu-
dents and school districts im-
pacted by the storm may have
different needs with the college
application timeline.

The ETSU Undergraduate
Admissions Office is commit-
ted to supporting those needs
and working with impacted stu-
dents so they can apply for free
outside the October window.
For more information or sup-
port, contact ETSU Under-
graduate Admissions at admis-
sions@etsu.edu or (423) 439-
4213.

Sibelco restarts
production and

customer shipments

Sibelco announced on Oc-
tober 10th, the restart of pro-
duction at its Spruce Pine high
purity quartz mining and pro-
cessing operations following
the disruption caused by Hur-
ricane Helene. The company
previously announced that all
its employees are safe.

Sibelco also announced
that it has restarted shipments
to customers and that both pro-
duction and shipments are pro-
gressively ramping up to full
capacity.

Sibelco, with support from
its contractors, has been con-
tributing to the local recovery
efforts by clearing debris, re-
pairing roads, providing road
building materials to the North
Carolina Department of Trans-
portation, installing temporary
power generators for emergen-
cy shelters and local business-
es, and working with the town
of Spruce Pine to restart water
supply to residents.

Sibelco has incorporated
the Sibelco Spruce Pine Foun-
dation to further support the
community’s recovery. The
company previously announced
that it is making an immedi-
ate $1 million donation as seed
money for the foundation. Any-
one interested in learning more
or contributing to this initia-
tive should contact the founda-
tion by emailing SibelcoSpru-
cePineFoundation@sibelco.
com or by visiting our website
for additional information and
donation opportunities.

ies the natural beauty and
cultural heritage of our region
and plays a vital role in the lo-
cal economy through tourism
and community engagement,”
said Tracy Swartout, super-
intendent of the Blue Ridge
Parkway. “While we celebrate
this achievement, we also rec-
ognize that significant and, in
some areas, long-term work
remains in North Carolina. We
are committed to restoring all
sections of the parkway to the
highest standards of safety and
accessibility for our visitors.”

Visitors should be aware
that trail assessments have not
been completed in all areas and
caution should be exercised
when hiking. Additionally,
they may find fewer services
than normal as many employ-
ees are assisting with opera-
tions in North Carolina, where
the impacts of the storm were
far more severe. Areas closed
due to construction prior to the
storm will remain closed.

The entire length of the
Blue Ridge Parkway in North
Carolina remains closed as
crews continue emergency
stabilization and damage as-
sessments following Hurricane
Helene. Updates will be post-
ed on the Blue Ridge Parkway
website at www.nps.gov/blri.

SECU Foundation
donates $3.75 million
in disaster relief to
aid WNC

In response to the cata-
strophic flooding, landslides,
and widespread destruction in
Western North Carolina from
Hurricane Helene, the SECU
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors approved a $3.75 million
disaster relief package to assist
communities affected. Fund-
ing will be awarded to five
organizations that have opera-
tions underway to immediately
provide water, food, supplies,
shelter, and other emergency
services to those in need.
Grantees include:

$1 million to Feeding the
Carolinas

$1 million to The Salva-
tion Army of the Carolinas

$1 million to Baptists on
Mission

$500,000 to the American
Red Cross North Carolina

$250,000 to Meals on
Wheels North Carolina

These funds are designat-
ed as general purpose to give
the organizations the maxi-
mum flexibility to serve their
communities.

“The impacts of Hurricane
Helene will be felt for a long
time and the needs of those af-
fected are many,” said SECU
Foundation Board Chair Chris
Ayers. “The Foundation grants
will provide some much-need-
ed relief to help address the
increased demand for services
as these organizations respond
to community needs. We are
grateful for the unwavering
commitment of these non-prof-
its and their volunteers.”

“The devastation that
Hurricane Helene brought to
our Western North Carolina
family, friends, and neighbors
is tremendous,” said SECU
Foundation Executive Direc-
tor Jama Campbell. “North
Carolina faces unbelievable
challenges, and we need each
other now more than ever. Our
Foundation will continue to
monitor relief efforts and help
our communities on this long
path of recovery.”

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals. any
weekday from 10:30 to noon to
Yancey County’s shut-ins.
For information call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.
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Roaming Around
Yancey
“Meditations on
the
Mountain Year™

with Robert Towe

In the Aftermath, Write it Down!

From my nature journals: I have decided not to burden the readers of this column with photos
and words of the travesty just passed. There is quite enough of that. I will leave that to others.

October 9.7:42 a.m. 45 degrees. Strong coffee, thick fog. Written in memory of our mother,
Bonnie Parker Towe, born out of tough Bessie Parker's mountain womb ninety-six years ago today,
delivered at home by a midwife in their little rented sharecropper's yellow frame house not far from
Mars Hill.

My Papaw, Cleveland Parker, was a dark and tall mostly quiet man, a big rawboned hawkbilled
part Cherokee man who sang the old hymns with the rhythm of his hoe cropping weeds from his
rows of corn, a sharecropper, sawmill worker, father of seven yunguns all born at home, from rough
old cigar-smoking Glen to crazy young Irene who left a big mean man and moved to Rhode Island
with her beautiful darkeyed daughter Karen decades ago.

Their son, Danny, a dear first cousin who I played “cowboys and Indians” with as little boys
in the woods behind our house, Irene left behind to be raised by his mean dad, Buster. Later, as a
late-teen, Danny did a few years' time in the old Craggy Prison. For writing some bad checks. That
horribly ugly prison still stands not far above the flooded reaches of the big river. It looks like a
scene for a Steven King movie.

Young and handsome, Danny's stay in that despicable hell-hole deeply marred him in ways
that cannot be mentioned here. Those traumas scarred his body, mind and soul, for life. Thankfully,
much later he willingly welcomed and received a deeply needed salvation from the Lord Christ of
redeeming love. That came through helpers at a church in Hendersonville following another flood.
Danny met his wife there, and raised a few children. His wife was killed by a drunk driver as she
was walking beside the road near their home. Years later, Danny experienced the grace of deep
mind-soul healing prayer for his teenage prison wounds.

I got to talk with him a few years back, before his physical body died of cancer, and his spirit
lifted this hurting place into realms of eternal light beyond the farthest stars. I look forward to my
spirit meeting his again. Not waiting for his mother to come get and take him back from our home
in her old green '51 Buick to his angry house off Emma's Grove Road in West Asheville.

Our Papaw fished for catfish many nights on the mountain river with a smoldering driftwood
“far” built on riversand. He fried catfish in a big black “arn” skillit. Sitting there by the river, Papaw
listened in the dark to the sizzling fish, to the river ruffling around ancient stones that had known
countless centuries centuries of un-named floods. His ears and spirit listened to the ancient songs
of owls hooting in tall Sycamores leaning over the water. I reckon much of my blood flows from
him.

A good friend told me yesterday I should gather the stories of some of those who made it
through this recent flood. I told him that is not my calling, although a rich book is waiting to be
published, for someone called to write down the immediate and personal impressions of everyone
who experienced this tragic mountain flood. Several volumes could be written from the memories
of any mountain family whose home, bridges, roads and loved ones were washed away, found later
in the limbs of river trees, or never found.

DOCKET NO. G-8, SUB 837
BEFORE THE NORTH CAROCLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Application of Piedmont MNatural Gas
Company, Inc., for an Adjustment of
Rates, Charges, and Tariffs Applicable to
Service in North Carolina, Continuation
of its IMR Mechanism, Adoption of New
Depreciation Rates for its Utility
Property, Regulatory Asset Accounting
Treatment for Certain Operating
Expenses, and Other Relief

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF TEMPORARY
RATES

e e i Y i Yt i e

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that on or after November 1, 2024, Piedmont Natural
Gas Company, Inc. (Piedmont) intends to implement increased rates and charges on a
temporary basis, subject to refund, pursuant to authority granted to Piedmont under
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-135. The statute authorizes public utilities to implement temporary
rates, subject to refund, under certain conditions. The temporary increase will reflect an
overall increase in annual North Carolina retail revenues of approximately $88 million, an
increase of approximately 7.0% over current revenues.

On April 1, 2024, Piedmont filed an application with the Commission pursuant to
N.C.G.5. §§ 62-133 and 62-134 requesting authority to adjust and increase its rates and
charges for natural gas service (Application) to produce additional overall annual North
Carolina retail revenues of approximately $149 million, an increase of approximately
11.7% over current revenues.

Piedmont requested that the proposed rates become effective May 1, 2024.
However, an April 22, 2024, the Commission issued an order suspending Piedmont's
proposed rate changes for a period of up to 270 days from the proposed effective date of
May 1, 2024, and setting the Application for a general rate increase for hearing.

The Commission held hearings for the purpose of receiving public witness
testimony on Piedmont's Application on August 14, August 21, August 22, August 26, and
October 8, 2024. An expert witness hearing was held on September 18, 2024.

On September 13, 2024, Piedmont filed a Stipulation of Settlement with the Public
Staff, the Carolina Utility Customers Association, Inc., and the Carolina Industrial Group
for Fair Utility Rates IV. Based on the Stipulation of Settlement, Piedmont requests an
updated revenue increase from base rates of approximately $141 million annually offset
by a reduction in Piedmont's gas cost revenues of approximately $43 million annually and

an additional reduction of $10 million for an extension of Piedmont's Excess Deferred
Income Taxes (EDIT) Rider in the first year. This updated proposed revenue increase
results in an approximate total increase of $88 million, a $61 million reduction from the
amount proposed in Piedmont's original application.

The temporary rates being implemented by Piedmont under the authority of
N.C.G.S. § 62-135 are not final rates and remain subject to the Commission’s final
determination of the just and reasonable rates to be charged by Piedmont on a permanent
basis.

Below is a table with the temporary revenue increase by customer class:

Closing, I encourage each of you to write down, right now, today, your raw and present memo- Customer Class Present Proposed Propos Percent
ries of this historic local holocaust. When you are gone, when all has returned to “normal”, your Revenue Change ed age
rich and valuable experiences with this historic flood will be washed downstream and forgotten Reven Chang
forever, like bits of broken debris carried away in an Autumn hurricane. So take an notebook and ue e
pen in hand, today, aqd scribble down your raw unedited recollections pf what has happened to Residential Service | $679,922,140 | $66,060,01 | $745,983,050 97%
you in recent days, written to those you know and love, and to all who will read for many years to 0
follow. I assure you, your words, no matter how “gifted”, “ inspired” or not, will be meaningful for :
those who come behind. Small General Service | $310,991,656 $31,995,82 $342,987 477 10.3%

One of the wiser and more gifted ones in human history was a fellow living in England several 1
centuries ago. When he was a child, they called this precocious little boy “Willy”’/ Several centuries Medium General $40,992,267 $3,908,77 | $44,901,041 9.5%
now he has been known as William Shakespeare. Among the millions of words he scribbled in poems, Service 4
sonnets, and plays, William wrote words to this effect: “With all the seasons that come and go and Natural Gas Vehicle $1,492,130 $89,858 | $1,581,988 6.0%
are easily forgotten, the most enduring are written human words”. His legacy has well proven that. Fuel
We are not all Shakespeare. But we are each and all of us dear humans, with unique stories to tell. =
Write yours down! Give them away, to others who will benefit from our pitiful scribblings. g::siggf Gaslight +a0,078 $12,145 Ll S 12.8%

Robert Tow is a mountain naturalist, a fifth-generation native of the mountains, and owner of -

Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc., featuring higher quality farms, forestland, retreat properties and Large (F;'"" ; $55,662,869 | ($8,110,174) | $47.552,695 (14.6%)

larger land investments. He also consults with landowners and buyers, and prepares land and forest S:rr:r?cr:

management plans. Contact him directly at 828.253.7055, or mountainacreage@avl.com. See his

display ad on the Classified Page. Large Interruptible $33,807,624 | ($6,115,652)| $27,691,971 (18.1%)
General

- - Service
AMY Wellness Foundation responds to Hurricane Military Transport $109.277 (§109.277 $0 (100.0%)
Helene with over $1.75 million in relief efforts Service )
o o . : i 125,168,895 0%

AMY Wellness Foundation "This disaster has truly ted to its mission of improving Special Contracts $125,168,895 $0 $125,168,8 0.0
reSpOIldS to Hurricane Helene brought out the best in our com- the Well-belng of local commu- Total $1,248,244,93 $87,732,40 | $1,335,977,340 7.0%
with over $1.75 million in relief munity,” said Starli McDowell, ~nities and will continue to direct 7 3

efforts for Avery, Mitchell, and
Yancey Counties

In the wake of Hurricane
Helene, AMY Wellness Foun-
dation has stepped forward
to provide critical relief and
support to the communities of
Avery, Mitchell, and Yancey
counties. With overwhelming
community and organizational
support, AMYWEF’s Emergency
Response efforts have surpassed
$1,750,000 in funding, made
possible through generous do-
nations from individuals and the
Dogwood Health Trust.

Since the disaster struck,

AMYWEF has already allocated our community strong,” she . Search” and typing in docket number "G-9 Sub 837."
over $1,100,000 to local orga- continued. seeklng volunteers
AMYWF remains commit- Persons who desire to send written statements to inform the Commission of their

nizations actively working on
the ground. These funds have
been directed toward essential
services, including emergency
shelters, supplies, home re-
pairs, food access, healthcare,
medical supplies, support for
the dedicated staff providing
vital care and assistance, and so
much more.

Organizations who have re-
ceived support: Williams YMCA
of Avery County, WAMY Com-
munity Action, High Country
Community Health, Mountain
Community Health Partnership,
Reconciliation House, Spruce
Pine Main Street, Family Prom-
ise NC, Avery County Govern-
ment, Mitchell County Safe-
Place, Partners Aligned Toward
Health, Neighborhood Table,
Mitchell Giving Gardens.

Organizations working in
Avery, Mitchell, or Yancey
counties supporting our com-
munities' recovery are encour-
aged to apply for support at
amywellnessfoundation.org

Board Chair of AMYWF. “We
have never witnessed such an
outpouring of grassroots sup-
port, with neighbors helping
neighbors and friends near and
far stepping up in remarkable
ways."

The Foundation also ex-
pressed deep gratitude to the
volunteers, donors, and grant
partners who have worked tire-
lessly to aid recovery efforts.
“To our dedicated volunteers
and trusted grant partners, you
are the heartbeat of our recov-
ery efforts. Your time, energy,
and compassion are what keep

Need a Broom?

Since 1950, the Burnsville
Lions Club has been selling their
trademark brooms as a fund-
raiser to provide vision care to
needy persons in Yancey Coun-
ty. While we no longer go door
to door selling our brooms, we
have placed our “broom boxes”
in a variety of places throughout
the county. Following is a list
of businesses where you may
locate our “broom boxes” and
purchase a broom. Buchanan
& Young (713 E. Main), Jill's
Hairport (212 W. Main), Phil's
Tire Service (617 E. Main),
Sue's Beauty Shop (511 W.
Main), Fox Country Store (680
W. Main), Troy's Greenhouse
(30 Cherry Ln), Shear Perfec-
tion Salon (117 Westover St.),
and Yancey Graphics (607 W.
Hwy 19E).

We appreciate your contin-
ued support of this long standing
project.

all available resources toward
rebuilding and supporting those
affected by Hurricane Helene.
The road to recovery is
long, and the need for ongoing
support is critical. We invite
anyone who is able to help us
continue this vital work by
making a donation to AMYWF's
Hurricane Helene Relief Fund.
Every dollar goes directly to the
organizations on the frontlines,
ensuring our community can
rebuild and recover stronger
than ever. To donate, visit amy-
wellnessfoundation.org.

Guardian ad Litem

as child advocates

The NC Guardian ad Litem
Program is seeking volunteer
advocates to represent abused
and neglected children in Yanc-
ey, Mitchell and Madison.

Training sessions are held
periodically for those who
would like to volunteer with
this program to advocate for
local children.

Participants from Mitchell
and Madison counties are also
strongly encouraged to partici-
pate as there are many children
who still do not have a volun-
teer assigned to them.

If you have any questions or
would like to learn more about
the local Guardian ad Litem
program, please call Erica Ed-
wards at 828-682-4754 or visit
volunteerforgal.org.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs vol-

unteers to deliver meals. Call the

Senior Center at 682-6011.

The changes within the above-listed rate classes vary by rate schedule and
individual customer gas usage characteristics.

EFFECT OF TEMPORARY RATES

The proposed temporary rates would increase the average annual bill (excluding
state sales tax) of a residential customer by approximately $30.00 (or on a levelized basis,

$7.50 per month), which is a 9.7% increase. The change in average bill will vary with each
customer's level of natural gas usage.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Alist of present rates, together with details of the temporary rates change, may be
obtained on the Commission's website at www.ncuc.gov, where a copy of the Stipulation
of Settlement is available. Further pleadings, prefiled testimony and exhibits of all parties,
the transcripts of all hearings, briefs, and proposed orders may also be viewed as they
become available on the Commission’s website at www.ncuc.gov, by clicking on “Docket

positions in this matter should address their statements to the North Carolina Utilities

Commission, 4325 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300, and
reference Docket No. G-8, Sub 837. Customers can also email the Commission a
statement about the temporary rate change via the Commission's website at
www.ncuc.gov/contactus.html. In either case, consumer statements will be placed in
Docket No. G-9, Sub 837CS and may be accessed by searching that docket number via

the Commission’s website.

The Public Staff is authorized by statute to represent consumers in proceedings
before the Commission. Written statements to the Public Staff should include any
information which the writers wish to be considered by the Public Staff in its investigation
of the matter. Such statements should be addressed to:

Mr. Christopher J. Ayers, Executive Director
FPublic Staff — North Carclina Utilities Commission
4326 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300

The Attorney General is also authorized to represent consumers in proceedings
before the Commission. Statements to the Attorney General should be addressed to:

The Honorable Josh Stein
Attorney General of North Caroclina
clo Consumer Protection — Utilities
9001 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-9001

ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION.

This the 7th day of October, 2024.

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
DEADLINE / COST

DEADLINE for classified ads and
newscopy is 12:00 noon on Friday for
Wednesday s publication.

COST is $7.00 for the first 20 words, 25¢
for each word over 20, 50 word limit.

WHITSON ELECTRICT

Data Cabling and Testing

Serving the tri county since 1983”
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

828-765-9700 877-WHITSON
- whitsonelectric@bellsouth.net
\', Michelle Boone, Office Manager

[] []

Buying Or Selling Land ?
Call an experienced acreage specialist. There is a great
deal of information you need to know. | have been working
with mountain land, farms, retreat properties and larger tracts
since 1985, from 5 to 5,000 acres.

Hundreds of properties SOLD.| also work as a consultant with
landowners and land buyers and prepare management plans.

If it’s land, | can help you. Call me this week!
Robert Towe, Acreage Specialist since 1985
Degrees in Biology and Forestry
Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc.
828.253.7055

mountainacreageavl@gmail.com
Author of "Roaming Around Yancey" column

REAL
ESTATE

FOR SALE: Commer-
cial building 2,500 sq.
ft. Heat, AC, bathroom.
Corner of 197 North
and Green Mountain
Road. $265K, (possible
owner financing), 386-
775-7355.

pd9-25un

FOR RENT

NEED TO RENT NEW
or used furniture, appli-
ances, computers, TV,
DVD/VCR? Call 766-
8775. Free delivery.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals week-
days from 10:30 to noon. Call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.
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Mac® only experience

REPAIRS ¢ INSTRUCTION

aug B

Mac® Users
Tired of being told "We don't service Mac's"?

"I don't do
Windows!"

FOR RENT: Now ac-
cepting applications
for housing, 1 bedroom
apartments. Must be
62 or disable to quali-
fy. Section 8 Housing.
Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity. Mountain Village
Apartments, 200 West
Main Street, Burnsville,
NC 28714. 828-682-
7411,

WANTED:

WANTED: FREE
CAMPER, If you need
to get rid of a camper,
or pontoon boat, from
your yard, at the lake,
or storage. Call Ricky
at 828-442-2658.

WANTED: PORCH
SWING: Text or phone
954-496-9000.
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We come to you or you can drop off
Patient lessons in plain English... easy to understand.
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cell: 778-3792

email: fixitjc @icloud.com

VETERINARY WELLNESS CLINIC
Cane River Veterinary Wellness Clinic is a well-established,

full-service, small animal veterinary clinic providing
comprehensive medical, surgical and dental care.

Dr. Stacy Jones
660 West Main Street, Burnsville, NC - 682-7710
canerivervet.com / we're on Facebook also!
Support local businesses

$i

Green Nouatal Grading

Grading * Land Clearing * Roads
* Septic Tanks ¢ Gravel Hauling

Shannon Deyton
Cell: (828) 284-2121

2 Mac® Users
' Tired of being told "We don't service Mac's"?

"o " don't do

Call Jim! :
years experien cell: 778-3792

Mac® only experience * We come to you or you can drop off
Patient lessons in plain English... easy to understand.
| | REPAIRS « INSTRUCTION email: fixitic @ Icloud.com

e John C. Briggs
* Benny Briggs, Jr.
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828-688-2137 W
828-688-2138

140 Hwy 226 N., Bakersville, N.C. 28705

Classifieds

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE
THE GREAT STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE COUNTY OF
YANCEY
IN THE GENERAL COURT
OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT
DIVISION, BEFORE THE
CLERK
24 E 232
In the Matter of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT,
Deceased
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

HAVING QUALIFIED
as Executor of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT, de-
ceased,of YANCEY COUNTY,
NG, this is to notify all persons,
firms, and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to present them to the
undersigned on or before 10TH
day of January 2025, or this no-
tice will be pled in bar of their
recovery. All persons indebted
to the said estate please make
immediate payment.

This the 2ND Day of Oc-
tober 2024

SYLVIAJOYCE

HONEYCUTT, Executor
2000 Shoal Creek Road
Burnsville, NC 28714
DONNY J. LAWS, Attorney

P. O. Box 397
Burnsville, NC 28714

Published: October 2, 9,
16, 23,2024

LEGAL NOTICE
ADMINISTRATOR'S
NOTICE

Having qualified as Admin-
istrator of the Estate of James
R. Shuford of Yancey County.
North Carolina, this is to notify
all persons and corporations
having claims against the Estate
of said deceased to present them
to the undersigned on or before
the 3rd day of January, 2025 or
this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment.

This the 2nd day of Octo-
ber, 2024.

Larry Shuford, Adminis-
trator

7282 Hwy 80, South

Burnsville, NC 28714

Charlie A. Hunt, Jr.

Attorney at Law

PO Box 509

Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Telephone: (828) 765-
2062

Published October 9, 16,
23,30,2024

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals. any
weekday from 10:30 to noon to
Yancey County’s shut-ins.
For information call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.

DMY offers the following tips for customers

While DMV continues
work to address its staffing
shortage, the division offers the
following tips for an improved
customer experience:

NCDMYV sends a reminder
card to the address on file six-
ty days before the expiration
date.

Renew early - your NC
driver license or ID card can be
renewed up to six months before
the expiration date.

Renew online — In most
cases, unless they renewed
online last time, customers can
renew their credential online.

Make an appointment — If
you must go to a driver license
office in-person, DMV recom-
mends making an appointment.

Appointments can be scheduled
up to 90 days in advance at
skiptheline.ncdot.gov.

Be prepared — Check the
DMV website to make sure you
bring the required documenta-
tion for your desired service.
One frequently forgotten item
is a printed document proving
liability insurance.

REALID — Customers have
more time to get their REAL ID
as the federal implementation
date requiring a REAL ID to
fly commercially or to visit
federal, military, and nuclear
facilities has been extended to
May 7, 2025.

The Burnsville, Spruce
Pine and Newland offices re-
main with a single examiner.

Remove rust stains
with your phone.

Call Culligan.

1-800-999-4195

Culilgan.

www.culliganwaterpros.com.

Call your Culligan man today for
maintencince-free rental equipment.

* Free Water Analysis *

better water. pure and simple.”

RANDOLPH'S

Custom Made Caskets and Urns

Custom
Woodwork

Call or Text
208-1118
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT
DEADLINE / COST

DEADLINE for classified ads and
newscopy is 12:00 noon on Friday for
Wednesday s publication.

COST is $7.00 for the first 20 words, 25¢
for each word over 20, 50 word limit.

SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
FLOOR SANDING and
refinishing. Estimates.
Work guaranteed. Call
Tim Peterson at 675-
9664 or 284-0839.
Pd12-27-23un

HUSKINS CLEANING
SERVICE: commercial
cleaning, foreclosure,
construction cleanup,
smoke damage. Bond-
ed & insured. 682-
3331.

Pd12-27-23un

MAY COALITION
Simple... Business
Loans

(828)765-8880un

SIGNS - Quality signs,
banners, tags, decals,
magnetic, vinyl letters,
yard signs, custom de-
sign. Robertson Design
& Sign. 828.208.7446
JR/pd9-25-02un

HOPSON MASONRY:
Concrete pouring &
finishing rock, block &
brick laying. Fireplaces
- sidewalks - driveways
- foundations - retaining
walls. 35 years experi-
ence. Cotton Hopson

(828)675-5455, Matt
Hopson (828)675-
0724.

Pd12-12un
LUBE-N-SUDZ: Oil
changes, brake ser-

vice, hand car washes
& vacuuming. Free in-
town pick-up and deliv-
ery. 628 Pine Swamp
Road, Burnsville. 678-
9611.

Pd2-16un

FOX BROTHERS PAV-
ING & TRUCKING -
Locally owned and op-
erated. Paving, muich,
dirt, hauling, gravel,
trucking. 50 years ex-
perience. Max Fox I
828-284-4069, and
Shane Johnson 828-
284-4756.
#2540/pd2-24-10un

FENCING - Split rail
Locust, barbed wire,
woven wire, privacy or
others. 20 years expe-
rience. Free estimate.
Call 284-1232.

WATSON PAINTING -
Affordable quality resi-
dential painting service.
Deck staining & sealing,
log homes siding, pres-
sure washing. When
neatness counts. Ref-
erences. Insured. Call
cell 284-5676.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals week-
days from 10:30 to noon. Call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.

YANCEY GRAPHICS -
For all your quick copy,
full color copy, fax, lami-
nating, binding, graphic
design and commer-
cial printing needs,
call Yancey Graphics
at 828-682-6620. M-F
8:30-4:30, across from
TD Bank. Here for you
since 1973.

1-18un

RAY’S TREE SERVICE
— Certified Arborist, in-
sured, hazardous tree
removal, view clearing,
round-overs, bucket
truck service, Hemlock
Wooly Adelgid treat-
ment, pressure wash-
ing, landscape design
& installation, gutter
cleaning. Stump grind-
ing. Free estimates.
828-467-1113.

Pd3-9un

PRESSURE WASH-
ING 828-467-6398.
pd4-24

HOUSE’S ELECTRIC -
Commercial. Residen-
tial. Licensed on bur-
glar alarms & cameras.
Dealer and service tech
on Generac stand by
units L.P Gas. All types
of electrical services.
Licensed & insured.
Keith House, cell 208-
0184.
#3160/12-25-23un

WHITE FALLS CA-
TERING: Amelia Hoil-
man 828-682-6768
(home) or 828-208-
0044 cell white.falls@
yahoo.com. Weddings,
reunions, parties, anni-
versaries, special occa-
sions, business events.
Call for consultation &
prices.

#7631/9-9un

WILSON HOME IM-
PROVEMENTS: bath-
room remodeling, cus-
tom showers, handicap
showers, tile laying,
decks, deck repairing,
handicap ramps and
pressure washing. Free
estimate. Call anytime,
828-682-1496, 828-
284-8256.

pd7-31

WILL DO HANDYMAN
WORK: Fall cleanup,
leaf removal, land clear-
ing and mowing, weed-
eating, cleaning gutters,
trash and debris remov-
al, clearing away clutter
around the house, tree
trimming, woodcutting,
splitting and stacking.
Handyman work of all
kinds, anything you
need done. Call cell:
828-284-3563 or 828-
242-3861 or home:
675-3062.

CASTAWAY TRASH,
Roll-off dumpster rent-
al. Junk removal and
clean-out service. 828-
678-5198 or 828-284-
1544. www.castaway-
trash.com.

pd9-18

EAST YANCEY CON-
STRUCTION LLC
Roofing, drywall, decks,
siding and paint, re-
modeling and more, in-
sured. Eastyanceycon-
struction@gmail.com,
828-448-1404.

pd11-27

JOHNSON’'S SEAL-
ING extend the life of
your driveway and pro-
tect your investment.
Confidence you can
trust! Driveways, park-
ing lots and more. Lo-
cally owned and oper-
ated. Bailey Johnson
828-284-8685.

pd9-25

BUILDING - REMOD-
ELING: We do remod-
eling and building,
decks, flooring, siding,
windows, doors, pres-
sure washing, interior
and exterior painting.
Anything you need
done. Excellent refer-
ences available. 828-
208-7485 or 828-284-
8975.

pd10-9

Need a New
Shingle Roof?

\$ Tom Allen

828-784-3364
ATOMIC SLLAR

Your Partner in Perpetual Energy

Save Energy With
Solar Electric
Solar Water Heating
Battery Back Up Systems
30% Fed. Income Tax Credit
Call For Free Estimate
866-704-1187

Local
References

e

ALAN WRIGHT
BACKHOE SERVICE

Septic Tank & Reservoir
Installation
Any type of backhoe work
or hauling
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call 682-6751

Pensacola Rd.
Burnsville

%Free Estimates @

McKinney Grading

Road Grading + House Sites
Septic Systems
» Gravel & Much More!

Backhoe, Trackhoe,
Dozer & Dump Truck

P.O. Box 1072, Peterson Branch Road
Burnsville, NC 28714

Allan McKinney
(828) 208-7405, cell

FOR SALE

WNC AUTO PARTS,
LLC, specializing in
Toyota Trucks, 4Run-
ners, and parts for both,
years 79-02. Will buy
and pick up the same
if you have available.
Contact Jimmy at 828-
231-5715.
#7639/11-24-10un

FOR SALE: John
Deere 690A Trackhoe,
runs good, 10K, 772-
285-8060.

pd10-16

FOR SALE: Church
pews, benches, and
pulpit, from 1 - 20,

make any offer 772-
285-8060.
pd10-9

Times Journal Deadline

Deadline for newscopy,
pictures, classified advertise-
ments is 12:00 on Friday for
Wednesday’s publication. Copy
should be brought by the office
located at 22 North Main Street
or mailed to Times Journal, 22
North Main Street, Burnsville,
N.C. 28714,

Isaac R. Bailey, Area Rep.
Sales & Service
Formerly Electrolux
New & Used Vacuum Cleaners
Genuine Parts
Repairs - Supplies
Phone: 828-682-2834
Cell: 828-273-3410

Classifieds

Superior Installation Inc

Heating / Cooling / Controls

31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Trane 828-765-7659 Rheem

I superiorhvac@bellsouth.net
R

- ebecca Honeycutt, Office Manager -

o

Blue Ridge A Plumbin
g A g

New Construction Commercial/Residential  Re-models
Water Heaters Tankless/Gas/Elec. * Electronic Locating
Backflow Prevention ¢ Backflow Testing
Gas Systems Natural/Propane ¢ Faucet Replacement
Toilet Repair & Installation ¢ Drain Cleaning

828-682-0243 255 Eagle Rock Lane
blue-ridgeplumbinginc@hotmail.com Burnsville, NC

MARG BUCHANAN
GRADING & TRUCKING

1348 Three Quarter Creek Rd., Burnsville SI;?VI;???(;I‘
Backhoe ¢ Dozer ¢ Trackhoe over
nump Truck % 20 Years!
GRADING ¢ LAND CLEARING (828) 682_2487

HOUSE SITES ¢ DITCHING « ROAD BUILDING
SEPTIC TANKS & RESERVOIRS ¢ ALL TYPES OF HAULING « HYDROSEEDING

o>

Green Mountain Grading

Grading * Land Clearing * Roads * Septic Tanks
Gravel Hauling

Shannon Deyton

Cell: (828) 284-2121

CLEAR CUT

Insured

Free
zEstimates
e will beat
$vany other
estimate!”

Chipping A
828-284-6176 + 828-284-4381

Whitson Replacement

Windows
828-208-7465

Family Owned
for 40 years

FREE
ESTIMATES

“We will beat
anyone’s prices!”

Adrian Whitson

JIM HUGHES & ASOC.

LAND

SURVEYING
(828) 682-3404

405 East Main St. brick house
Next to Aldrige Eye Assoc. ¢
PO BOX 1452
BURNSVILLE, NC 28714

JIM HUGHES, P.L.S.

Bennett's
Mini Trackhoe
and

Small Dozer

“Don’t pay big
for small jobs!”

(828) 208-4631

Providing innovative landscapes and personalized service

andscape Lesid allatio
RO 0 ater Features, and manv o

Heritage Lumber

Burnsville By-Pass East, Burnsville
682-3033

Burleson Plumbing
& Heating

765-4042

Spruce Pine

Glen Raven

Custom Fabrics

East Main Street, Burnsville

Green Mountain
Grading

Burnsville 828-284-2121

Yancey Graphics
Printing

828-6620

Burnsville




Page 8 --Yancey Common Times Journal-- October 16, 2024

Obituaries

Marvin Alton King

Marvin Alton King, age 66,
of the Green Mountain Commu-
nity, passed away at his home
on Friday, October 11, 2024
surrounded by his loving fam-
ily. A native of Yancey County,
he was a son of the late Gudger
King and Ethel Ingle Williams.
In addition to his parents, he
was also preceded in death by
his best friend and former wife,
Martha Cashion who passed
away in 2022; granddaughter,
Jasmine Lee; grandson Aiden
Seth; and several other brothers
and sisters. Marvin loved camp-
ing and fishing. He also enjoyed
sitting on his front porch and
listening to gospel CD’s.

Surviving is his daughters:
Erica King and Amanda King;
8 grandchildren: Skyler, Shane,
Daniel, Malachi, Ariel, Josh,
Bella, and Aurora; sister-in-law,
Mary Ingle and her husband,
Bill; and nephews, Steven and
Chris.

An at home memorial ser-
vice will be announced at a
later date.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily has requested that donations
be made to Yancey Funeral
Service online at www.yancey-
funeralservice.com or in person
at 378 Charlie Brown Road
Burnsville, NC 28714. To send
online condolences, please visit
our website at www.yanceyfu-
neralservice.com.

Mt. Pleasant
Baptist Church

Food Pantry

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
will have their food pantry open
Oct. 18, Nov. 1, from 10 a.m.
until 1 p.m. This will be op-
erating as a drive thru service.
Please call 1-828-536-0130
when you arrive at the church
to check in and let them know
that you are there. Someone
will bring the food to your car.
This service is for anyone who
is in need of food. Mt. Pleasant
Baptist Church is located at 151
Scronce Creek Road, just off
Highway 19 E in Burnsville.

Cleo Junior Davis

Cleo Junior Davis, age 85,
of the Penland Community,
went home to be with the Lord
on Tuesday, October 8, 2024 at
Smoky Ridge Health and Reha-
bilitation. A native of Mitchell
County, he was a son of the
late Charles and Thelma Cook
Davis. He was also preceded in
death by a brother, James Davis;
grandson, Kameron Wilson and
sons-in-law: David Randall Wil-
son and Johnny Wayne Duckett.
Cleo loved to loafer, feeding all
kinds of animals, especially his
cat, Tiger, watching westerns on
TV and spending time with his
grandchildren.

Surviving is his loving wife
of 52 years, Rebecca Ann Davis;
daughters: Ann Davis Wilson
and Jennifer Williams; sister,
Margie Davis; brother, Howard
Davis; grandchildren: Jacob
Duckett (Marquita), Joni Huff-
man, Kaelen Wilson (Shannah)
and Kurtis Wilson; great-grand-
children: Anthony Kevin Wil-
son, Theodore Wilson, Braylin
Silvers and Madeline Hope
Duckett and nephews: Gregory
Davis and Andy Davis.

Funeral services were held
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October
13th in the Chapel of Yancey
Funeral Services. Pastor Lance
Riddle officiated. Burial fol-
lowed in the Fork Mountain
Baptist Church Cemetery.

Memorial donations may
be made to the Mitchell County
Animal Rescue at 2492 US-19E,
Spruce Pine, NC 28777.

We need your
stuff!

The Barkin' Basement is a
thrift store in downtown Burns-
ville. All profits from sales
support the Yancey Humane
Society. We gratefully accept
gently used furnishings, appli-
ances, clothing, books, linens,
and other household goods. All
donations are tax deductible and
we offer pickup for larger items!
Please call with questions and to
schedule pickups. 682-1200.

Stephen Dwight

Ayers

Stephen Dwight Ayers, age
38, of Green Mountain, passed
away on Friday, September 27,
2024 due to the flood caused by
Hurricane Helene. A native of
Yancey County, he was a son
of Danny and Miriam Huskins
Ayers of Green Mountain. He
was preceded in death by his
paternal grandparents: Ott and
Jo Ann Higgins Ayers and ma-
ternal grandparents: Fred and
Virginia Rice Huskins.

Stephen had previously
worked with Glen Raven Mills
in Burnsville, but was currently
a Machine Technician with
Ohio Electric in Barnardsville.
He loved to hunt and fish. In
addition, he loved to draw and
enjoyed art.

Left to cherish his memory
in addition to his parents, Danny
and Miriam, is his wife, Alena
Sharpe Ayers; daughters: OlI-
ivia, Eden, Bridgett; brother,
Tony Ayers (Katie) of Green
Mountain; sister, Kandias Hon-
eycutt and (Nick) of Jacks
Creek; mother-in-law, Tammy
Presnell (Randy); father-in-law,
Sam Sharpe (Donna) and sister-
in-law, Jessica Sharpe. Numer-
ous nieces, nephews and other
extended family also survive.

Funeral Services were held
at 3 p.m. on Monday, October
14th in the chapel of Yancey
Funeral Services. Rev. Phil-
lip Hughes and Rev. Andrew
Thomas officiated. Burial fol-
lowed in the Zion Community
Cemetery on Long Branch.

Memorial donations may
be made to help his daughters by
donating toward the funeral on
our website at www.yanceyfu-
neralservice.com or by sending
the donations to his parents,
Danny and Miriam Ayers at 35
Shady Pine Lane, Green Moun-
tain, NC 28740.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs
volunteers to deliver meals week-
days from 10:30 to noon. Call the
Senior Center at 682-6011.

To have your church
information included in the
Church Directory
contact Pat Randolph at
pat@yanceypaper.com for
publication costs

Mountain of Glory

hurch Directory

BURNSVILLE, NC

ST. THOMAS
Episcopal

CHURCH

V%

welcomes you

HOLY EUCHARIST,
SUNDAYS [0:30 AM.
372 RESERVOIR ROAD

WWW STTHOMASONLINE.ORG

Sacred Heart

First
Presbyterian
Church

120 Church Street, Burnsville
682-4789

Sunday Worship " Y

10:30 a.m. m

Childcare Available
wwuw.firstburnsville.org Pe{ts?)

Messiah Of

Methodist
Church

Sunday
Services
9:30 a.m.

9255 Hwy 1978
= Burnsville, NC

Contact: contact.pumc@gmail.com

Pastor: Kent Smith

Ministries R"mé;: Ca}lh‘)llc The Mountains
“He that dwellth in the secret
place of the Most High shall . ULEE . Lutheran ChurCh
abide under the shadow of the Summit Street, Burnsville 19E Mi 1
Almighty.” - Psalm 91:1 Rev. Anthony Mbanefo 1caville
Spirit-Filled Sundays 11:30 a.m. W 6{\?'%91 _
Praise and Worship 2:00 p.m. Misa en Espanol oﬁ (')B ervice
Sunday: 10:00AM ~ For information call Visit our Wg;g!;
Wednesday: 6:00 PM St. Andrew’s Rectory https://messiahofthemountains.org
i . email:
102?22;?%'!3?;3299E 689-3719 . messiahofthemou:lains@gmail.com
284-4378 P.0. Box 1406, Mars Hill, NC Pastor Naomi Sease Carriker
Pensacola United West

Burnsville
Baptist Church

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship Service 6:00p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting 6:30 p.m.
TeamKid Youth 6:00 p.m.
Special Studies 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Chris Fox Church Cflicq
682-3950)

222 West Burnsville Church Road

(ild HoPE

FELLOWSHIP WNC

Growing in Grace,
Walking in Love.
Pastor: Jack Sielaff

SUNDAY 11 a.m.
Burnsville Town
Center Auditorium
6 South Main Street
Burnsville, NC 28714
www.hopefellowshipwnc.org

Maxine Towe
Tipton

Maxine Towe Tipton, age
74, of the Mine Fork Commu-
nity, went Home to be with her
Lord and Savior on Wednesday,
October 2, 2024 at Mission
Hospital. A native of Yancey
County, she was a daughter
of the late Ralph and Ruth Ar-
rowood Towe. She was also
preceded in death by two broth-
ers-in-law: Paul Tipton (Nancy
Fox Tipton) and Ronnie Tipton
(Sandy Grindstaff Tipton).

Maxine was a hairdresser
with Helen Phoenix until she
started her own business in
1990. For many years, she
was also the hairdresser for our
local nursing home. She was
one of the most giving souls,
distributing hundreds of cakes
she baked throughout the years
to friends and communities.
Often at Christmastime, many
would find a mini-loaf cake
in their mailbox. Maxine was
known for her tender steaks and
her fresh vegetables out of her
garden, again giving most away
to family and friends. She read
her Bible every night and would
stay up until her son, Brian,
would come home from work
and read to him before bed. She
had a deep fondness for gates,
as well as red roses. Every
Tuesday, Brian would bring her
red roses and if red ones weren’t
available, he gave her yellow
roses. She attended both Red
Hill Presbyterian Church and
Prices Creek Union Church.

Surviving is her loving
husband of almost 54 years,
Roger Tipton; son, Brian Tipton
and wife, Darlene, of Blan-
kenship Creek; her little dog,
Sam; cousins: John Arrowood
of Charlotte, Dwight Towe of
Florida, and Janie Fender of
Prices Creek; and sisters-in-law:
Diane Banks (Bud) of Erwin,
TN, Darlene Wise (Mike) of
Bakersville and Carolyn Elkins
(Gerald) of Indian Creek. Many
friends and church family also
survive.

A private burial will be
held.

Memorial donations may
be made to Gideons Interna-
tional at P.O. Box 264, Burns-
ville, NC 28714. To send online
condolences, please visit our
website at www.yanceyfuner-
alservice.com.

Marine Corps
League Mt. Mitchell

Detachment #1266

Meeting Notice Located at
the Western Sizzler Restaurant,
11961 S Hwy 226, Spuce Pine,
NC 28777

Meeting the 3rd Thursday
of Every Month at 7:00 p.m.

All branches are welcome
and families!

Barbara Jean

Allen

Barbara Jean Allen, age
84, of the Crabtree Commu-
nity, walked into the arms of
Jesus, on Sunday, October 6,
2024, at home, surrounded by
her loving family. A native of
Mitchell County, in the Altapass
Community, she was a daughter
of the late John Wesley and
Carrie Snyder Hall. She was
also preceded in death by infant
siblings, Frank and Evelyn Hall,
as well as two brothers: Bill Hall
(Pearl) and Cecil Hall (Ardella)
and six sisters: Mildred Hall,
Velma Castle (M.H.), Ruth
Lowery (Arnold), Helen Byrd
(Herman), Bea Renfro (Dallas)
and Wanda Reeves (Robert).

Barbara was a member
of Crabtree Chapel Baptist
Church, but she dearly loved the
Altapass Community that she
grew up in and was so proud of
the history of the area. She never
met a stranger and loved help-
ing people! She was everyone’s
prayer warrior and secret keeper.
Her favorite pastime was talking
on the phone, and always had
time to listen, cry or laugh
with you, and never missed an
opportunity to pray with you.
Barbara, or Aunt Bobo, had
many nieces and nephews who
each wholeheartedly believed
they were her favorite, because
that’s how special she made
each individual one feel. She
was loved by all who met her
and will be missed dearly, es-
pecially by her family.

Barbara is survived by her
husband of 60 years, Charles
Eugene Allen; a daughter, Wen-
dy Allen (Mitchell); son, Gene
Allen (Christy), all of Crabtree;
four grandchildren: Bethany
Boyd (Jordan) of Ellenboro, Eli-
jah Allen of Crabtree, Brittany
Allen (Anthony) of Bakersville
and Jon Allen (Amber) of Spruce
Pine; three great-grandchildren:
Jadyn Pendley, Larkin Allen and
Emma Allen and brother-in-law,
Dallas Renfro of Crabtree. She
is survived as well by a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins and
many friends.

Funeral services were held
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 12th at Crabtree Chapel
Baptist Church. Rev. Daniel
Whetstine, Rev. Dallas Renfro
and Rev. Jason Kritz officiated.
Burial followed in the church
cemetery.

The family would like to
thank Hospice and Palliative
Care of the The Blue Ridge and
especially to Samantha Canipe
for her wonderful and loving
care.

Memorial donations may
be made to Samaritan's Purse
at 801 Bamboo Road, Boone,
NC 28607.

Mt Mitchell Community Fund

The Mount Mitchell Com-
munity Fund started as a volun-
teer, grassroots effort to supply
a few new winter coats for
school children. The foundation
has now broadened to a much
greater scale.

The Mission of the Founda-
tion is to help alleviate circum-
stances associated with child
poverty in Yancey County.
Yancey County is one of the
poorest counties in North Caro-
lina, where 27% of the children
live in severe poverty. They do
not receive regular nutritious
meals nor appropriate cloth-
ing.

A few of the Foundation's
donations include: over 5,000
meals for youth in Yancey
County, 502 sturdy new winter
coats, 120 new hats and gloves,
494 new pairs of pants, 300
new pairs of shoes and 192 new
school backpacks filled with
supplies. Along with numerous
other personal necessities.

100% of donations are

used to fulfill their mission.
The Mount Mitchell Commu-
nity Fund sincerely appreciates
the support they receive. For
information on ways to support
the Fund or learn about their
donations to the community
visit: www.mtmitchellcommu-
nityfund.org.

Guardian ad Litem
volunteers needed

The NC Guardian ad Litem
Program is seeking volunteer
advocates to represent abused
and neglected children in Yanc-
ey, Mitchell and Madison.

Training session are held
periodically for volunteers with
this program to advocate for
local children.

If you have any questions or
would like to learn more about
the local Guardian ad Litem
program, please call Erica Ed-
wards at 828-682-4754 or visit
volunteerforgal.org.

Blue Cross NC
Foundation commit
$2.5 million to Helene

Relief

In the wake of destruction
caused by Hurricane Helene in
western North Carolina, Blue
Cross Blue Shield of North
Carolina (Blue Cross NC) is
taking action.

Blue Cross NC is working
with local organizations, as well
as state, federal and local offi-
cials, to understand the needs of
our communities and determine
how we can best support them
with immediate relief, recovery.
and long-term rebuilding. As
part of this work, Blue Cross
NC and the Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of North Carolina Foun-
dation (Blue Cross NC Founda-
tion) are donating more than
$2.5 million to local, regional
and statewide relief and recov-
ery efforts, including support for
food, shelter, and supplies.

“Our family, friends and
neighbors in western North
Carolina are facing unbeliev-
able loss, and we are here for
them — making it easier to get
the health care they need and
providing immediate relief and
supplies,” said Blue Cross NC
CEQ Dr. Tunde Sotunde. “We
will continue to be there for
our customers, employees, and
communities as we navigate the
challenges ahead together. This
is how we take care of each
other in North Carolina.”

SECU Foundation
donates $3.75 million
in disaster relief to aid
Western North Carolina

In response to the cata-
strophic flooding, landslides,
and widespread destruction in
Western North Carolina from
Hurricane Helene, the SECU
Foundation Board of Directors
approved a $3.75 million disas-
ter relief package to assist com-
munities affected. Funding will
be awarded to five organizations
that have operations underway
to immediately provide water,
food, supplies, shelter, and other
emergency services to those in
need. Grantees include:

$1 million to Feeding
the Carolinas

$1 million to The Sal-
vation Army of the Carolinas

$1 million to Baptists
on Mission

$500,000 to the Ameri-
can Red Cross North Carolina

$250,000 to Meals on
Wheels North Carolina

These funds are designated
as general purpose to give the
organizations the maximum
flexibility to serve their com-
munities.

“The impacts of Hurricane
Helene will be felt for a long
time and the needs of those af-
fected are many,” said SECU
Foundation Board Chair Chris
Ayers. “The Foundation grants
will provide some much-needed
relief to help address the in-
creased demand for services as
these organizations respond to
community needs. We are grate-
ful for the unwavering commit-
ment of these non-profits and
their volunteers.”

“The devastation that Hur-
ricane Helene brought to our
Western North Carolina family,
friends, and neighbors is tre-
mendous,” said SECU Founda-
tion Executive Director Jama
Campbell. “North Carolina
faces unbelievable challenges,
and we need each other now
more than ever. Our Founda-
tion will continue to monitor
relief efforts and help our com-
munities on this long path of
recovery.”

Men's Bible Study
on Revelation

Bible Study Fellowship
meets weekly on Tuesday at the
Family Life Center at Higgins
Methodist Church, located at
101 N Main Street in Burnsville.
Bible Study begins at 7 p.m.
Call 828-284-6901 for more
information.

Attention All

Veterans

The Sgt. E. L. Randolph
Chapter 57 Disabled American
Veterans is in need of some
Veterans volunteering to join
our Honor Guard. If you are
interested please contact Jerry
Miller between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. at 828-208-2486.
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Disaster Unemployment Assistance
Available in North Carolina

Residents in designated areas of North Carolina who lost income due to Tropical Storm
Helene may be eligible for Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA).

DUA Availability and Eligibility Requirements

DUA is available to individuals in Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Clay,
Cleveland, Gaston, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Polk,
Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Wilkes, Yancey counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.

People, including self-employed, or business owners may be eligible for DUA if:

=  You lived, worked or were scheduled to work in an area designated under the major disaster declaration.
=  You lost employment or had your employment interrupted as a direct result of the disaster; and
= You have exhausted or are not eligible for state unemployment benefits.

To qualify for DUA benefits, you must be out of work as a direct result of Tropical Storm Helene.

How to File a Claim
The fastest way to file a claim is online at the North Caroclina Department of Commerce's Division of Employment
Security webpage: des.nc.gov. You may also file over the phone by calling 888-737-0258.

Apply for Disaster Assistance

Homeowners and renters in the designated counties can apply for FEMA assistance online at
disasterassistance.gov, by calling 800-621-3362 or by using the FEMA mobile app. If you use a relay service, such
as video relay (VRS), captioned telephone or other service, give FEMA the number for that service.

For the latest information on North Carolina recovery from Tropical Storm Helene please visit Hurricane Helene | NC

DPS or fema.gov/disaster/4827. Follow FEMA on X, formerly called Twitter, at twitter.com/femaregiond and at

#EH

FEMA's mission is helping people before, during and after disasters.

FEMA is committed to ensuring disaster assistance is accomplished equitably, without discrimination on the grounds of race,
color, nationality, sex, sexual orlentation, religion, age, disability, English proficiency, or economic status. Any disaster survivor
or member of the public may contact the FEMA Office of Civil Rights if they feel that they have a complaint of discrimination.
FEMA's Office of Civil Rights can be contacted at FEMA-OCR@fema.dhs.gov or toil-free at 833-285-7448.
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FEMA Fact Sheet 006 - DR-4827-NC

Don’t Wait to Clean Up or Make Repairs

Residents with home damage after Helene do not need to wait for a FEMA home inspection
or insurance adjuster before beginning to clean up. Typically, after a survivor applies for
disaster assistance, they will be contacted by a FEMA inspector within a few days to
schedule an appointment. Before starting any structural work, be sure to get a building
permit from your local building authorities.

Before Cleaning Up

= Take photos of damage before you begin the clean-up process. Be sure to include photos or videos of the
outside and inside of the building, including damaged personal property, and label them by room before you
remove anything.

The McDowell County DRC is located at: McDowell County
Senior Center, 100 Spaulding Rd., Marion, N.C. 28752.

=  Photograph the make, model, and serial number for appliances such as washers, dryers, hot water heaters,
kitchen appliances, TVs and computers.

Three Disaster Recovery Centers Now Open

Three Disaster Recovery Centers (DRCs) have opened in
Buncombe, McDowell and Caldwell counties to help North
Carolinians in disaster affected counties. Hours are from 8
a.m. - 7 p.m. Monday through Sunday. More centers will be
opening soon. Find a center nearest you at FEMA.gov/drc.

The Buncombe County DRC is located at: A.C. Reynolds High
School, 1 Rocket Dr., Asheville, N.C. 28803.

Most anyone living in western North Carolina can qualify for immediate $750 #FEMA
assistance as well as $629 towards reimbursement of generator and $219 for chain saw:

FEMA has declared Individual Assistance (IA) for Hurricane Helene. What does this mean
for you? It means you can apply for disaster assistance from FEMA to help offset your
disaster-related expenses.

You can apply online at https://www.disasterassistance.gov/ or by telephone at (800)
621-3362.

Otherwise, you can download the FEMA weather app from Google PlayStore or the Apple
Store and you can apply for assistance on the app and upload receipts. Whichever method
you choose, the form has a few questions that are tricky. To avoid delay, please follow the
following tips:

1. One of the questions that FEMA will ask when you register is “Do You Have
Emergency Meeds"? This means during your evacuation or since staying at home during
the disaster, do you need help with Gas, Medication, Food (meals, water, had no power
and everything spoils), Shelter (you are staying with friends, family or in a hotel); Clothing;
or Durable Medical Eguipment (oxygen, walkers, cane, glasses, all major equipment, etc).
If this is true, say “"YES" to this question. This will result in you receiving Displacement /
Critical Needs Assistance, which is $750.

2. When asked if your home is/was accessible, answer "NG" if there was debris, tree
branches, continued flooding, loss of power, damage or destruction that prevented you
from staying there after Helene. This question is asking whether you can stay at your
home or apartment and will trigger the ability for you to receive assistance to pay for
hotels or provide funding to use while you stay with family or friends.

3. When asked if utilities are out, say "YES" even if your utilities were out for a few
days. This triggers assistance $ to stay somewhere other than your home or to buy fuel to
power a generator.

4. When asked "Are you willing to relocate” say "YES" if you cannot live in your home
due to damage, loss of power, etc. This guestion means you are willing to stay in a hotel or
apartment temporarily, and triggers that funding for you. It is not asking if you are willing
to move away from your home permanently.

5. If you bought or buy a generator, FEMA will reimburse you up to $629, but you must
submit the receipt. If you bought a chainsaw, FEMA will reimburse you up to $219. Again,
you need to provide the receipt. Save your receipts.

FEMA Daily Fact Sheet 008 - DR-4827-NC

North Carolina Helene Recovery
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D5A Teams assist survivors in Lake Lure. N.C.

The Caldwell County DRC is located at: Caldwell County Health & Human Services Center, 2345 Morganton Blvd SW,

= Save all repair receipts.

= |f you have insurance, separate damaged items from undamaged items. The insurance adjuster may need to
document damaged items when conducting an inspection.

Lenoir, N.C. 28645.

Disaster Survivors Assistance Teams

FEMA Disaster Survivor Assistance (DSA) Teams go door-to-door or are stationed at locations like a grocery stores,

= |f possible, keep samples of carpet, flooring, wallpaper and drapes.

schools or parks to help residents apply for federal

ce and other disaster needs. Team members are

engaging with survivors today in the following counties:

= After taking photos, immediately throw away flood-damaged items that pose a health risk after coming into
contact with floodwaters, such as perishable food, clothing, cushions and pillows.

Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mecklenburg,

Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga and Yancey.

When Salvaging and Cleaning Up Flood Damaged Property

= Always wear protective clothing. This includes long-sleeved shirts, long pants, rubber or plastic gloves and
waterproof boots or shoes.

= |f the home needs a tarp to prevent further damage, install the tarp as quickly as possible.

*  Take wet items outside. Your home could be contaminated with mold, which may raise the health risk for those
with asthma, allergies and breathing conditions. For detailed tips on cleaning mold safely, visit the Centers for
Disease Control's site at Homeowner's and Renter's Guide to Mold Cleanup After Disasters | Mold | CDC.

= (Clean all hard surfaces and items with bleach. If possible, wash wet fabrics in hot water.
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Ongoing Response

FEMA has approved $84 million in housing and other types of individual assistance for more than 66,000
households. Additionally, the Transitional Sheltering Assistance (TSA) program supporting more than 1,800 families.
Through TSA, survivors who cannot return home may be eligible to receive help from FEMA to find a safe and clean
place to stay while they make their long-term housing plans.

Fifteen shelters are housing just over 500 occupants. Mass feeding sites are delivering meals to approximately 20
mobile sites across 12 counties. FEMA has provided more than 7.8 million meals and 10 million liters of water to
the state.

Search and rescue operations are ongoing in western North Carolina.
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